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EVENT FOLLOW-UP REPORT 

Organisation of the Final Conference & Thematic 
seminar with other initiatives/EU Programmes 

entitled "Green and Smart Ports in the Adriatic-
Ionian Region. The decarbonisation and 

digitalisation of ports and freight transport: the 
contribution of European territorial cooperation” 

held in Trieste on 21st June 2023 
 

Deliverables D.2.1.4 and D.3.3.2 
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Event summary 

Type of event Physical/online 

Location (if physical) Trieste 

Date of the event 21st June 2023 

Time/Duration 1 day 

Purpose of the event 

(By whom was it organized? 

What was the objective?) 

As described in the AF, the event combined the following 

deliverables: 

• D.2.1.4 - High-level final conference. High-level public cross-

border event open to main project target groups and 

stakeholders, involving thematic experts, to present final 

outputs and cluster results. 

• D.3.3.2 - Thematic seminar with other initiatives/EU 

Programmes. In the framework of the high-level final 

conference (D.2.1.4), LP organises a thematic seminar with 

other initiatives/EU Programmes on project results tackling ICT 

applied to multimodal transport. 

The objective of the event was to take stock of the state of the art 

of the inevitable processes of environmental sustainability and 

adoption of digital solutions between the ports of Italy, Slovenia 

and Croatia, analysing their challenges and possible joint 

strategies. 

Given the similar and complementary scopes, the event was 

organised jointly with SUSPORT (Interreg Italy-Croatia), 

ACCESSMILE (Interreg Central Europe) and EALING (Connecting 

Europe Facility) projects. 

Short description of the event 

(what happened during the 

event?) 

Over the past few years, the ports of Italy, Slovenia and Croatia 

have been cooperating to improve their environmental 

performance and efficiency through telematic solutions, both within 

the North Adriatic Port Association (NAPA) and in the framework 

of several projects co-financed by European funds and led by the 

Port of Trieste, among which the projects "SUSPORT - 

SUStainable PORTs" and "DIGSEA - Digitisation of Multimodal 

Transport in the Adriatic Sea", (Interreg Italy Croatia), 
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"ACCESSMILE - Improving the accessibility of the last best for 

rural and peripheral areas to the main TEN-T nodes in Central 

Europe through ICT" (Interreg Central Europe). 

The knowledge developed within the framework of these projects, 

together with that of the broader project "EALING - European 

flagship action for cold ironing in ports" (CEF Programme), was 

pooled by bringing together the experiences of more than thirty 

ports, freight villages and logistics operators from eleven European 

countries. 

During the conference, the main results of these projects were 

illustrated and a joint protocol was signed between the 

representatives of the ports of Italy, Slovenia and Croatia for the 

creation of a system of cross-border cooperation in the field of 

decarbonisation of the port sector. 

Among the speakers, Prof. Thierry Vanelslander from the 

University of Antwerp presented the latest research results on the 

challenges and possible solutions available to improve 

environmental performance. Gadi Benmoshe, Vice-Chairman of 

the IAPH (International Association of Ports and Harbors) Data 

Collaboration Committee, emphasised the increasingly topical 

challenges related to cyber security, also in the port sphere. 

Finally, Prof. Pierluigi Coppola, coordinator of thematic group no. 

2 of the EUSAIR Strategy highlighted the role of green and digital 

ports in the broader context of the Adriatic-Ionian Region. 

Anne Jensen, European coordinator of the Adriatic-Baltic Corridor, 

also attended the conference and visited the port of Trieste in the 

afternoon. 

Results/Outcomes of the event 

(What are the takeaways from 

the event?) 

The event promoted a fruitful discussion among different 

stakeholders on the importance of ICT tools in the maritime sector. 

The conference stressed the importance of sharing, capitalising 

and implementing ICT tools to promote maritime traffic growth. 

Number of attendees Presence 79 + 38 online 

Type of stakeholders/target 

groups that were represented 

EU Commission, Macro-Regional Strategies Public, local and 

national authorities, port authorities, research institutes, 

universities, general public 
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AGENDA OF THE EVENT: 
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POWEPOINT PRESENTATIONS 

 

MR. COZZI 
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MR COPPOLA 
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