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European Maritime Day 2022 – Ravenna 

 

Event summary 
 

Type of event 
Online and physical 

Location (if physical) Ravenna 

Date of the event 
19th May 2022  

Time/Duration 1 h 

Purpose of the event 

(By whom was it organized? 

What was the objective?) 

Highlight the role of ports in the context of the European Green 

Deal, promoting the concrete results achieved thanks to EU 

projects. 

Short description of the event 

(what happened during the 

event?) 

The event was organized in the frameworks of the European 

Maritime Day 2022 which took place in Ravenna. 

The DIGSEA project was highlighted during the presentation of the 

“PIXEL” project made by the Port Network Authority of the Eastern 

Adriatic Sea. 

The presentation was held within the Stakeholder Workshop “The 

role of ports in the context of the European Green Deal: concrete 

results from EU projects” organized by the European Climate, 

Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency (CINEA). 

The PIXEL project has been funded by the Horizon 2020 

Programme and its main focus was to develop useful tools to 

monitor and organize port operations while reducing the 

environmental impact of port activities, thanks to the extended use 

of IOT technology. 

As both projects are focused on the environmental sustainability of 

port-related activities, the Port Network Authority of the Eastern 

Adriatic Sea, LP of DIGSEA, introduced the scope of the project 

and the preliminary results, highlighting the importance of EU 

funds to sustain the green activities of ports.  

Results/Outcomes of the event 

(What are the takeaways from 

the event?) 

The cross-fertilization workshop highlighted the most important 

challenges that ports are facing to minimize the environmental 

impact of their activities, sharing best practices and innovative 

solutions that can be adopted in ports. The event witnessed the 
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important role of EU funds in promoting a greener world. 

Number of attendees 
212 (registered) 

Type of stakeholders/target 

groups that were represented 

Research, Marine and scientific institution and academia, port 

authorities and regional and European policy makers. 

 
 

Agenda 
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BILOG 2022 - Piacenza 

 

Event summary 
 

Type of event Physical 

Location (if physical) Piacenza 

Date of the event 10th and 11th November 2022 

Time/Duration Two days conference from 9:00 to 18.00 

Purpose of the event 

(By whom was it organized? 

What was the objective?) 

BILOG was a two-day conference organised by Piacenza Expo 

with Circle Group (as organising secretariat) for discussing the 

main trends of the European logistics and maritime sector in terms 

of sustainability, energy transition, digitalisation and resilience. 

 

Short description of the event 

(what happened during the 

event?) 

The conference was divided in different session with experts from 

Italy and other European countries, e.g. Active labor policies in the 

evolving world of logistics and ports, Ports and Logistics: New 

Jobs, Upskilling, Continuous Training And Gender Gap, Energy 

Transition and Resilience of Ports and Logistics, Hydrogen and 

Renewables, Cold Ironing, Ten-T Revision and Emerging 

technologies. 

During the session on Emerging technologies, Mr. Alberto Cozzi 

representing the Port Network Authority of the Eastern Adriatic 

SEA illustrated the most recent trends in port development 

highlighting the added value of the outputs foreseen by DIGSEA, 

as to foster digitalisation in the port and maritime sector.  

During the same session, Mrs. Laura Castellani, Central Director 

for Organization and Digital Transformation, Italian Customs and 

Monopolies Agency, explained the Agency’s initiatives for port 

digitalisation, Mrs. Ulrika Hurt, Expert Group in the DTLF 

(European Commission), talked about the expected benefits of the 

eFTI Regulation, Mr. Marco Bui, Commercial Director at AITEK, 

illustrated the company’s contribution to port digitalization and 

automation and Ms. Veronica Asta explained the Last Mile 

Optimization and Digital Twin pilots developed within the E-
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BRIDGE Project, co-funded by the Connecting Europe Facility. 

Results/Outcomes of the event 

(What are the takeaways from 

the event?) 

The event analysed both the regional and the European 

dimension, improving the knowledge about EU Transport Policies 

and related investments in maritime, ports and logistics, and 

highlighting the need for a stronger cooperation between all the 

players to achieve the overall aim to decarbonise transport and 

was also an excellent cross-fertilization opportunity between 

different European projects. 

Number of attendees 100 

Type of stakeholders/target 

groups that were represented 

Ministerial representatives, EU representatives, local and regional 

authorities, port authorities, municipalities, representatives of 

major logistics/energy companies, universities, other experts 
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Agenda 
 
10th November 2022 
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11th November 2022 
 

 



 
 

 

14 

 

 



 
 

 

15 

 

 
 

PowerPoint Presentation 
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Let Expo 2023 – Verona 

Event summary 
 

Type of event Physical 

Location (if physical) Verona, Italy 

Date of the event 8th – 11th March 2023 

Time/Duration 3 days 

Purpose of the event 

(By whom was it organized? 

What was the objective?) 

The event was Let Expo, one of the main Transport and Logistics 

Fair held yearly in Italy, focusing on transport, logistics and 

intermodality. The same event in 2022 welcomed more than 205 

exhibitors and 50.000 visitors. The 2023 edition, held between 8th 

and 11th March, doubled the number of visitors, reaching 100.00 

participants. Main participants are international port authorities, 

terminal operators and logistics operators. 

Short description of the event 

(what happened during the 

event?) 

RAM S.p.A., partner of DIGSEA, organised a workshop on 

Thursday 9th March 2023 titled “Digitalisation and European 

funds: ideas and project proposals”, speakers including 

representatives of the Italian Ministry of Transport and 

Infrastructures, European Commission, Italian Customs Agency 

and Italian Port Authorities. In his speech, Mr. Alberto Cozzi, 

representing the Port Network Authority of the Eastern Adriatic 

Sea, Lead Partner of DIGSEA and SUSPORT, gave a speech 

illustrating the main achievements of both projects and underlining 

the importance of European territorial cooperation funds, as a 

crucial tool to work together in different regions on topics such as 

decarbonisation and digitalisation, which are borderless, affecting 

ports from Italy and Croatia alike. 

Results/Outcomes of the event 

(What are the takeaways from 

the event?) 

The participation to Let Expo ensured that the project’s activities 

and results were communicated and transferred to stakeholders 

as to engage them and raise the awareness of the use of ICT as a 

powerful and efficient tool to improve the efficiency and 

consequently the environmental performance of ports and the 

whole supply chain. 

Number of attendees 50 
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Type of stakeholders/target 

groups that were represented 

Ministries, EU Commission, Port Authorities, port and logistics 

operators 

 

Agenda 
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Adriatic Sea Forum Dubrovnik 

 

Event summary 
 

Type of event physical 

Location (if physical) Dubrovnik 

Date of the event 4th and 5th May 2023 

Time/Duration 2 days forum 

Purpose of the event 

(By whom was it organized? 

What was the objective?) 

Ensuring cruise and ferry traffic growth, optimising sea passenger 

handling and pinpointing fresh initiatives in order to curb 

environmental impacts. These and other issues were the focus of 

the first Summit of Adriatic Port Presidents, an unprecedented 

gathering of top figures from ports and national trade associations 

during the ADRIATIC SEA FORUM. This unique and never-before 

held meeting in the Adriatic area ended with the signing of a 

declaration of intent on future initiatives and activities that can be 

implemented in the tourist ports of call of the countries flanking the 

Adriatic Sea.  

Short description of the event 

(what happened during the 

event?) 

The international, itinerant forum organised by Risposte Turismo 

and dedicated to maritime tourism in the Adriatic Sea, was held in 

Dubrovnik after five previous editions held in Trieste, Dubrovnik, 

Budva, Ancona and Bari. 

The 2023 edition of the forum has been hosted in Dubrovnik in 

partnership with Dubrovnik Port Authority and City of Dubrovnik. 

The sixth edition of the Adriatic Sea Forum began with opening 

speeches by Blaž Pezo, General Manager of Dubrovnik Port 

Authority, Mato Franković, Mayor of Dubrovnik, Joško Cebalo, 

Deputy Prefect of the DubrovnikNeretva Region and Josip Bilaver, 

State Secretary of the Ministry of the Sea, Transport and 

Infrastructures of Croatia. 

The forum hosted more than 15 encounters and debates on the 

tourism potential and the challenges facing the Adriatic area. It was 

attended by over 50 international speakers and more than 250 

operators representing the various professional categories 
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involved in maritime tourism in the Adriatic. 

At the end of the first day of the forum, the first Summit of the 

Presidents of the Adriatic Ports took place behind closed doors. 

The summit - the result of a joint effort on the part of Risposte 

Turismo, Assoporti and the Croatian Port Authorities Association - 

offered a new opportunity for dialogue between the heads of 

the ports and the national trade associations. 

In this framework the results of DIGSEA project were also 

discussed, highlighting the added value of the outputs foreseen by 

DIGSEA, as to foster digitalisation in the port and maritime sector. 

Results/Outcomes of the event 

(What are the takeaways from 

the event?) 

The event promoted a fruitful discussion among different 

stakeholders on the importance of ICT tools in the maritime sector. 

The conference stressed the importance of sharing, capitalizing 

and implementing ICT tools to promote cruise and ferry traffic 

growth. 

Number of attendees 

1. Over 5,000 recipients for Adriatic Sea Forum / Tourism Answers 

promotional mailings. 

2. Over 250 accredited attendees over the two days of the forum 

3. Social profiles Risposte Turismo: 1,800+ followers on Linkedin, 

560+ on Twitter 

4. Adriatic Sea Forum social profiles: 4,600 followers on Linkedin, 

530+ on Twitter 

Type of stakeholders/target 

groups that were represented 

policy makers, national, regional and local institutions, port 

authorities, research, scientific institution and academia, private 

companies 
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Agenda 
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ADRIATIC SEA FORUM – DIGSEA Extract  
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BLUEAIR event 

 

Event summary 
 
Type of event Online 

Location Online 

Date of the event 12th May 2022  

Time/Duration 2 hours 

Purpose of the event (What was 

the objective?) 

Blue Growth between challenges and opportunities: a discussion 

among local stakeholders 

Short description of the event 

(what happened during the 

event?) 

InCE - Central European Initiative and Maritime Technology 

Cluster FVG and OGS - National Institute of Oceanography and 

Experimental Geophysics representatives presented their 

projects, while the Central Directorate for Labour, Training, 

Education and Family of the FVG Region concluded the event with 

a presentation focused on the Intelligent and Sustainable 

Specialisation Strategy of Friuli Venezia Giulia with a special focus 

on Blue Growth. In this framework PNAEAS presented DIGSEA 

and other relevant project related with the quality, safety and 

environmental sustainability of marine and coastal transport 

services. 

Results/Outcomes of the event 

(What are the takeaways from 

the event?) 

The cross-fertilization workshop identified the most important 

challenges for a sustainable blue growth represented mainly by the 

high costs associated with the necessary technological 

development and the resistance to change in the sector's 

practices/procedures. 

Number of attendees 10 

Type of stakeholders/target 

groups that were represented 

Research, Marine and scientific institution and academia, port 

authority and policy makers. 
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NEWBRAIN PLUS – Ancona 

Event summary 
 

Type of event Physical 

Location (if physical) Ancona, Teatro delle Muse, Clio Room 

Date of the event 19th May 2022 

Time/Duration 15.00 – 18.00 

Purpose of the event 

(By whom was it organized? 

What was the objective?) 

The event was organized by Central Adriatic Ports Authority in the 

framework of NEWBRAINPLUS project, funded by Interreg 

ADRION programme, that lasted 6 months, from January to June 

2022. NEWBRAIN PLUS project aimed at promoting towards the 

most relevant European, national and macro regional institutions 

in the transport and logistics fields, the centrale role of Motorways 

of the Sea for the Adriatic-Ionian Region and the role of gateway 

of the core port of Ancona for the connection among the South-

East Mediterranean and the Central-Northern Europe. 

Capitalising the results from NEWBRAIN project, ended in 2020 

after 37 months, NEWBRAIN PLUS wanted to re-launch the 

transnational strategy signed by the 8 partners of NEWBRAIN 

representing the respective logistics nodes, ports and inland 

terminals reinforcing the institutional cooperation in the Adriatic-

Ionian Macro Region for the infrastructural enhancement and the 

transport services improvement, together with energy 

sustainability and digital innovation. 

To reach this objective, NEWBRAIN PLUS organized, beside a 

high level event, a stakeholders workshop aimed at the sharing 

of project ideas on the field of transport and logistics between the 

NEWBRAIN PLUS project partners and the technical stakeholders 

involved by each partner organization. The project ideas should 

capitalize the main results of NEWBRAIN project action plans and 

the thematic priorities of the Policy Paper elaborated in the field of 

the Adrion Thematic Cluster “Integrated multimodal sustainable 

water and land transport”, coordinated by Central Adriatic Ports 

Authority, in the perspective of the future calls for proposals under 
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different Eu funding opportunities. 

 

Short description of the event 

(what happened during the 

event?) 

The event was opened with a presentation by the moderator, 

Alexio Picco, from Circle spa, a consultancy company providing 

technical assistance to the European Commission on the 

Motorways of the Sea and with long term experience in the field of 

ICT projects applied in the field of transport. 

The presentation showed the integration between the different Eu 

opportunities for the financing of transport infrastructures and 

logistics and transport innovative projects, providing an overview 

on the main priorities at Eu level in this field. Moreover, it provided 

an overlook on the key ETC projects on the maritime transport and 

logistics implemented or ongoing by the LP, including DIGSEA 

project. 

After, all participants took the floor to present a project idea or a 

targeted need identified for the respective node or field of activity 

that could be the basis of future common project proposal. 

 

Results/Outcomes of the event 

(What are the takeaways from 

the event?) 

The discussion among the participants was very intense, and 

several common points of discussion where highlighted that can 

be summarized with the following keywords: Environment, 

Resilience, Interoperability, Optimization, Communication and 

Valorisation. The following photo shows the interaction between 

the participants: 
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Number of attendees 27 participants 

Type of stakeholders/target 

groups that were represented 

Representatives of ports and freight villages, logistics operators, 

transport cluster, private operators in the field of maritime 

transport, consultancy company in the field of transport and 

logistics  
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Agenda 

 

 
  

 
 

NEWBRAINPLUS – Stakeholder Workshop  

 

 

NEWBRAIN PLUS | STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP 

A strategic approach towards new Motorways of the Sea projects  

in the Adriatic Ionian Region 
 

 

Teatro delle Muse - Sala Clio (Ancona) 

19th May 2022   
 

Moderator: Alexio Picco, Managing Director, Circle Group 

 

 

15:00 
15:05 

Welcome  

Guido Vettorel, Development and Promotion Manager,  

Central Adriatic Ports Authority 

15:05 
15:15 

Introduction to the ADRION 2 Programme 

Representative from ADRION 2 Programme (tbc) 

15:15 
15:40 

Analysis of priorities and needs expressed by the partners in NEWBRAIN 

• Guido Vettorel, Head of unit development, promotion, statistics, communication 

and EU projects, Central Adriatic Ports Authority  

• Alexio Picco, Managing Director, Circle Group 

 

The Current MoS concept and the Future of MoS: the European Maritime Space  

Alexio Picco, Managing Director, Circle Group 

15:40 
16:30 Interactive Session 

Working Interactive Session to build a concept for a proposal on Digital 

Interoperability 

 

16:30 
16:50 

Contributions gathering and evaluation (Moderator) 

Networking 

16:50 
17:15 

Presentation of outcomes 

17:15 
17:45 

Discussion 

17:45 Wrap up and closing remarks 

 

17:45 – 19:00 Networking Cocktail 

Free time 
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PowerPoint presentation 
 
 

 
Abstract, presentation from Alexio Picco, Circle Spa 

 
 

 

 
Abstract, Presentation from ITL 

Hinterland connections & Collaborations

• collaborative activities to promote the regional
system of intermodal platforms on the
national and international stage.

• strengthening an environmentally and
economically sustainable freight transport
system

• To shift freight quota to rail transport
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Abstract, presentation from Zai – Verona freight village 
 

 
Abstract Presentation from UIR – Association of Italian freight villages 

 

 
Abstract, presentation from KIP – Intermodal Transport Cluster 

OBJECTIVE AND EXPECTED RESULTS

Expected results?

• Support in the decision-making 

phase

• Promotion of effective planning

• Operations and routing 

optimization, which leads to 

reduced transport costs

Ultimate GOALS?

à More efficient use of the limited infrastructure network
à Implementation of a seamless logistics supply chain

Objectives?

• Transfer and share useful data and 

other information across systems and 
applications related to all transport 

modes: road, rail, air and sea

• Increase data homogeneity and data 

availability among all supply chain 
players
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Abstract, presentation from La Spezia Port Authority 

 
 

Photos 
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InnovaMare Roadshow – Rijeka 

 

Event summary 
 

Type of event Online and physical 

Location (if physical) Rijeka, Croatia 

Date of the event October 24-26 2022 

Time/Duration All day 

Purpose of the event 

(By whom was it organized? 

What was the objective?) 

Organized by the Croatian Chamber of Commerce, leader of the 

project, and by the Biotech Department of Rijeka University.  

InnovaMare Project aims at establishing a cross-border innovation 

ecosystem model in the area of underwater robotics to monitor and 

prevent Adriatic Sea pollution. Funded by Interreg Italy - Croatia 

CBC Program 2014 – 2020 the project is led by the Croatian 

Chamber of Economy, and implemented by 13 partners from both 

countries including universities, maritime institutes, business 

support institutions, SMEs, regional and local public bodies. 

Further information on www.italy-croatia.eu/innovamare 

The idea of Roadshows is to present Innovamare innovation 

ecosystem and to involve different relevant actors in our innovation 

ecosystem, primarily from Italy and Croatia, with broader reach to 

other Adriatic countries such as Slovenia, Albania, Montenegro, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina or Greece. 

It is an opportunity for networking through personal dialogue, 

transferring knowledge as well as the opportunity to jointly develop 

new project concepts and establish partnership consortiums for 

future calls in blue economy sectors and technologies. 

The objective of 3rd roadshow was to focus on how to develop new 

Interreg projects to fight the Adriatic pollution by further involving 

maritime countries to implement the Blue Economy, and to 

showcase high-tech innovations reached after over two years of 

successful cross-border cooperation to promote a safer and more 

sustainable Adriatic Sea. It also lay the foundations for new 

projects within the next 2021-2027 Interreg Programme aimed at 

http://www.italy-croatia.eu/innovamare
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further involving partners from the Adriatic region and 

strengthening the so called “ecosystem of shared innovation” for a 

zero polluted sea which is key to implement the Blue Growth.   

Short description of the event 

(what happened during the 

event?) 

In addition to a series of workshops on the theme of the Blue 

Economy, the 3rd roadshow’s program included the movie 

projection (on Oct 25th) of “Blue Future”, a WWF production which 

turns the spotlights on the huge potential of the Mediterranean for 

sustainable growth and new jobs, followed by a “Blue Future” 

networking night in cooperation with WWF Adria. On Oct 26th the 

Croatian Faculty for Maritime Studies together with the “Torpedo” 

Center for Marine Technologies organized practical “Bluetech 

demos” on how anti-pollution robots and sensors work focusing on 

how the public and private sectors could make the best use of 

them. Professor Edvard Tijan (University of Rijeka, Faculty of 

Maritime Studies) presented the DIGSEA project. 

Results/Outcomes of the event 

(What are the takeaways from 

the event?) 

In the wake of European authorities’ appreciation, Italian and 

Croatian partners in Rijeka were keen to highlight crucial sea-

saving and market-oriented innovations in order to leverage new 

potential partners (public sector, scientific world and SMEs) ready 

to engage in transferring knowledge and jointly develop new 

project concept, since a “zero-pollution” long-term strategy to 

implement the Blue Economy in the Adriatic Region is just around 

the corner. 

Number of attendees 100+ 

Type of stakeholders/target 

groups that were represented 

1. Private sector - focus on blue economy sectors 

2. Public sector - focus on public companies, harbors, national 

parks etc. 

3. Public sector - focus on public institutions as regional 

development agencies, incubators, business supporting 

institutions 

4. Public sector - local and regional government 

5. Scientific research institutions - universities, institutes, scientific 

parks, innovation centers 

6. NGOs - focus on blue economy 

7. Experts 
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Agenda 
 

Day 1 – 24.10.2022.  

UNIRI Campus, Radmile Matejčić 2, Rijeka, Hall O-030 

10:30-11:00  Get together – registration 
  

11:00-11:30  Welcome Remarks (announcer: Petra Karanikić, PhD, Associate Professor, InnovaMare 
Project Manager, University of Rijeka, Department of Biotechnology) 
 Primorsko-Goranska region: County Prefect (tbc) 
 City of Rijeka: Mayor (tbc) 
 University of Rijeka: Rector (tbc) 
 University of Rijeka, Department of Biotechnology: Prof. dr. Miranda Mladinic Pejatovic, 
Head of Department 

11:30-12:00  Presentation of Innovamare project consortium, results and future steps 
 Presentation of DIH Innovamare and its services to potential stakeholders 
 Presentation of Innovamare interactive web platform 
 Presenter: Mateo Ivanac, Innovamare project manager, Croatian Chamber of Economy 

12:00-13:00  Networking break and lunch 

13:00-14:00  Presentation of marine technologies and their applications in public and private sector – 
part 1 
 13:00 – 13:15 University of Zagreb, Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Computing  
 13:15 – 13:30 Ruđer Bošković Institute 
13:30 – 13:45 University of Rijeka, Department of Biotechnology/University of Rijeka, 
Faculty of Maritime Studies - ADRIREEF project 
13:45 – 14:00 Vectrino Ltd, Josip Rukavina, CEO - “Creating digital twins of underwater 
structures” 

14:00-14:30  Coffee break 

14:30-15:30  Presentation of marine technologies and their applications in public and private sector – 
part 2 
 14:30 – 14:45 National Research Council Institute of Marine Sciences (CNR-ISMAR), 
  14:45 – 15:00 WITTED srl.  
15:00 – 15:15 University of Zadar 
 15:15 – 15:30 OGS/ITECH 
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Day 2 – 25.10.2022. 

UNIRI Campus, Radmile Matejčić 2, Rijeka, Aquarium Hall 

10:00-10:30  Get together – registration 

10:30-11:00  Presentation of new projects  
INTERREG IT-HR CLASS 4.0 (tbc) 
INTERREG IT-HR DIGSEA (Professor Edvard Tijan, PhD, University of Rijeka, Faculty 
of Maritime Studies) 

 

11:00-12:30   
Workshop - Development of project concepts and partnership consortiums for EU 
funding (Part I) 
 *In this workshop participants will be divided in different areas of blue economy based on Innovamare  
 mapping. In each of the thematic workshops we will have one EU funding expert and one from scientific  
 research institution that will lead process of development of project concepts.  
Moderator of discussion: Mateo Ivanac, Innovamare Project Manager, Croatian Chamber 
of Economy 
 

12:30-13:00  Coffee break 

13:00-14:00   
Workshop - Development of project concepts and partnership consortiums for EU 
funding (Part II) 
 

14:00-15:00  Networking break and lunch 

15:00-15.30 Wrap-up: Presentation of project proposal concepts 
Representative of each group 

18:00-20:00 “BLUE FUTURE”, documentary (WWEF ADRIA) 
The Mediterranean Sea is calling on its people to work for its protection. 
Together we can build a future where humans and nature coexist and support each other. 
#BlueFuture  
Movie projection and networking. 
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Day 3 – 26.10.2022. - „BLUETECH DEMO DAY” 

 

Projects: Innovamare and ADRIREEF 

Place: University of Rijeka, Faculty of Maritime Studies, Center for Marine 

Technologies, Torpedo Hall, ADRESA. 

 
09:00-09:30  Welcome coffee & refreshments (organized by University of Rijeka, Faculty of Maritime 

Studies) 

09:30-10:00  Welcome remarks: 
 Professor Ana Perić Hadžić, PhD, University of Rijeka, Faculty of Maritime Studies, dean 
 Petra Karanikić, PhD, Associate Professor, InnovaMare Project Manager, University of 
Rijeka, Department of Biotechnology 
  

10:00-11:30  Demonstration activities of marine technologies for participants of  
 Roadshow and public 

 University of Zagreb, Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Computing –  
 Laboratory for Underwater Systems and Technologies (LABUST) 

 University of Dubrovnik –Laboratory for Intelligent Autonomous Systems  
 (LARIAT)   
 
University of Rijeka, Faculty of Maritime Studies, Center for Marine Technologies 
 
 ISMAR 
 
 OGS 
 
 VECTRINO Ltd. - Equipment for rapid acquisition of underwater data 
 

12:00-13:00  Networking break and wrap-up 
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EFINTIS Final event – Bari 

Event summary 
 

Type of event Physical 

Location (if physical) Bari 

Date of the event March 2nd, 2023 

Time/Duration Half-day event from 9:30 to 13.00 

Purpose of the event 

(By whom was it organized? 

What was the objective?) 

The event was the final conference of the project EFINTIS 

“Enhancing efficiency of the intermodal transport flows by 

improved ICT systems”. It was organized by the Southern Adriatic 

Sea Port Authority – AdSPMAM within the project Efintis, funded 

by the Programme INTERREG IPA CBC Italy - Albania - 

Montenegro 2014/202. The objective of the event was to 

showcase the EFINTIS project, its pilot actions and the role of 

digitalization in the port communities. 

Short description of the event 

(what happened during the 

event?) 

The conference was opened by a welcome address by Ugo 

Patroni Griffi, President of the Southern Adriatic Sea Port 

Authority, followed by Darko Pekić, Chairman of the Board of 

Directors of the Port of Bar, and Vito Antonio Antonacci, Director 

of the Mobility Department of the Region of Puglia. The 

representatives of the 4 ports (Bari, Bar, Durres and Termoli) 

presented Efintis project and the new ICT applications in light 

transport information systems, while the Albanian Institute of 

Transport presented a study on the development of intermodal 

logistic centers and ICT connections among them. 

Mr Davide Marciano  (JS INTERREG IPA CBC Italy - Albania – 

Montenegro) made a presentation of the challenges and 

development opportunities for the transport and cross-border 

mobility sector with reference to the INTERREG programming 

period 2021/2027. 

Mr. Nedim Begović from the Transport Community explained the 

role of digitalisation and multimodality for a sustainable and smart 

mobility in Western Balkans.  

Taking advantage of the common background of the projects, and 
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the topics of the other presentations, focusing on ICT solutions for 

the logistic sector, the Port Network Authority of the Eastern 

Adriatic Sea, lead partner of DIGSEA, in the framework of the 

project’s study tour, illustrated the most recent trends in port 

development highlighting the added value of the outputs realised 

by DIGSEA, as to foster digitalisation in the port and maritime 

sector and promote cross-fertilisation between the projects. 

Results/Outcomes of the event 

(What are the takeaways from 

the event?) 

The event promoted a fruitful discussion among stakeholders and 

policy makers on the importance of ICT tools in the logistic sector. 

The conference stressed the importance of sharing, capitalizing 

and implementing ICT tools to promote multimodality.  

Number of attendees 29 

Type of stakeholders/target 

groups that were represented 

Local and regional authorities, port authorities, municipalities, 

representatives of major engineering companies, universities, 

other experts 
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MERIDIAN SC – Ghent 

Event summary 
 

Type of event Physical/online 

Location (if physical) Ghent, Belgium 

Date of the event March 15th-16th, 2023 

Time/Duration 2 days 

Purpose of the event 

(By whom was it organized? 

What was the objective?) 

The event was the Steering Committee Meeting of the MERIDIAN 

project, which fosters the digitalisation of the mobility system 

focussing mainly on the CEF Core Network Corridors 

Scandinavian-Mediterranean and North Sea-Baltic. This will be 

achieved by implementing digital systems and services along the 

busiest European freight corridors. The project will further target 

expansion of digital infrastructure, roll-out of C-ITS in central 

Europe, implementation of ITS for bottlenecks on open road and 

tunnels, digital corridor management and Multimodal Services. Its 

implementations will support common objectives to increase traffic 

safety, reduce congestion and environmental pollution whilst 

supporting the objectives of COP26 along these important freight 

corridors in Europe. The purpose of the project is to provide the 

covered TEN-T with technology and systems in accordance with 

the European Union transport policy on Intelligent Transport 

Systems (ITS). The project is congruent with the EU's ITS Action 

Plan and the ITS Directive and supports the development and 

implementation of interoperable, cross-border and continuous 

services that improve road safety, streamline the use of the TEN-

T road network, improve multimodal use of the corridor, and 

reduce environmental impact and GHG emissions. For this 

purpose, 24 ministries, road authorities, road operators, urban and 

port authorities, a federal highway research institute and hub 

operators from Belgium, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Latvia and the 

Netherlands teamed up to implement 36 deployments projects on 

the TEN-T core and comprehensive network. 
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Short description of the event 

(what happened during the 

event?) 

The meeting was a great opportunity to exchange information and 

knowledge about ICT management of traffic and digital traffic data.  

The representatives of the Belgian Agency for Roads and Traffic 

presented 3 out of 4 Belgian tasks in Meridian, such as Building 

Information Management (BIM); Dynamic Traffic Management and 

peak hour lanes; Tunnel Safety Systems. Then there was a 

discussion/presentation of 4 C-ITS project, of 4 different countries, 

to kick start the Knowledge Building & Sharing: Mobilidata  (BE 

Agency for Roads and Traffic); C-ITS Road works warning roll-out 

(DE Die Autobahn); ITS Corridor Services to the port of Livorno (IT 

Autorità di Sistema Portuale del Mar Tirreno Settentrionale); 

Safety Priority System- I2V data provision for in-car warnings (NL 

(Ministerie I&W)). 

Taking advantage of the common background of the projects, and 

the topics of the other presentations, focusing on ICT solutions for 

the logistic sector, the Port Network Authority of the Eastern 

Adriatic Sea, lead partner of DIGSEA, illustrated the most recent 

trends in port development highlighting the added value of the 

outputs realised by DIGSEA, as to foster digitalisation in the port 

and maritime sector and promote cross-fertilisation between the 

projects. 

Results/Outcomes of the event 

(What are the takeaways from 

the event?) 

The event promoted a fruitful discussion among stakeholders on 

the importance of ICT tools in the logistic sector. The conference 

stressed the importance of sharing, capitalizing and implementing 

ICT tools to promote multimodality.  

Number of attendees 30 (+ 20 online) 

Type of stakeholders/target 

groups that were represented 

Ministries representatives, road authorities, road operators, urban 

and port authorities, a federal highway research institute and hub 

operators from Belgium, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Latvia and the 

Netherlands, Port authorities from Italy, other experts 
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Career Day – PFRI 

Event summary 
 

Type of event Physical 

Location (if physical) Rijeka, Croatia  

Date of the event April 5th, 2023  

Time/Duration All day 

Purpose of the event 

(By whom was it organized? 

What was the objective?) 

The Career Day at the University of Rijeka, Faculty of Maritime 

Studies is an event that has been organized annually for the past 

ten years. Its main purpose is to provide students with an 

opportunity to learn about the different career paths available in 

the maritime sector and to connect with leading institutions in the 

industry. 

The Career Day is organized by the Faculty of Maritime Studies at 

the University of Rijeka, which is renowned for its excellence in 

maritime education and research. The faculty collaborates closely 

with industry partners to ensure that its curriculum is relevant and 

up-to-date, preparing students for successful careers in the 

maritime industry. 

Career Day at the University of Rijeka, Faculty of Maritime Studies 

is a valuable event that exposes students to a range of career 

opportunities and equips them with the knowledge, skills, and 

networks needed to succeed in the maritime industry. By 

organizing this event, the faculty is fulfilling its mission to provide 

students with a world-class education that prepares them for 

successful careers and meaningful contributions to the maritime 

industry and beyond. 

Short description of the event 

(what happened during the 

event?) 

During the event, students had access to a diverse range of 

employers and professionals from various sub-sectors of the 

maritime industry. These professionals presented on the roles and 

responsibilities within their fields, as well as the skills and 

qualifications required to succeed in those roles. They also 

provided advice and guidance to students on how to prepare for 

and pursue a career in the maritime industry. 
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The event also provided an opportunity for students to network 

with professionals in the industry, learn about the latest trends and 

developments in the field, and explore potential internship and job 

opportunities. By attending the Career Day, students gained 

practical insight into the theories and concepts they learn in their 

coursework and learn about the real-world applications of their 

skills and knowledge. 

At the Career Day, we have had a presentation of the activities 

implemented so far as well as the expected results of the project 

DIGSEA for 76 participants from different institutions. Moreover, 

the project has been promoted to students who took interested the 

supply chain and potential innovative technologies. 

Results/Outcomes of the event 

(What are the takeaways from 

the event?) 

 The Career Day at the University of Rijeka's Faculty of Maritime 

Studies has helped students become aware of the diverse range 

of career paths available in the maritime industry, as well as to 

make valuable connections with industry professionals. The event 

has also facilitated partnerships between the faculty and industry 

partners, which has led to the exchange of knowledge, ideas, and 

resources. 

In addition, the Career Day has contributed to the reputation of the 

faculty and university as a leading institution in maritime education 

and research. The takeaways from the event are numerous, 

including practical insight into the real-world applications of 

students' skills and knowledge, exposure to a range of career 

opportunities, development of professional networks and 

interpersonal skills, and an appreciation for the benefits of 

collaboration between academic institutions and industry partners. 

Career Day is an important event that has yielded significant 

outcomes and provided valuable takeaways for students as they 

prepare for their future careers. 

Introducing DIGSEA to employers and professionals from various 

sub-sectors of the maritime industry has raised the awareness that 

the use of ICT can be a powerful and efficient tool to improve the 

cooperation in the whole supply chain, streamlining transport flows 

across different modes. 

Number of attendees 200+ 
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Type of stakeholders/target 

groups that were represented 

1. Local, regional and national public authority 

2. Enterprises, transport operators including operators of 

multimodal logistics hubs, infrastructure providers 

3. Education and training organisations as well as universities and 

research institutes 

4. General public 
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SUSPORT local event – Ploče 

 

Event summary 
 

Type of event Physical 

Location (if physical) Ploče, Port of Ploče Authority, Port of Ploče Entrance terminal 

Date of the event 25th of May 2023. 

Time/Duration 11:00 – 14:00 

Purpose of the event 

(By whom was it organized? 

What was the objective?) 

The Port of Ploče Authority has organized Local Public Event for 

the port stakeholders to present pilot activities resulted within the 

DIGSEA project focused on the project objectives. Site visit and 

project presentation was made by the representatives of the KIP. 

Short description of the event 

(what happened during the 

event?) 

During the Local event Port of Ploče authority has shared its 

experiences, challenges, priorities of the project activities in within 

the DIGSEA project. Pilot activities and results have been 

presented to the stakeholders and objectives of the project. 

Representatives from the KIP presented objectives of the project 

DIGSEA. 

Results/Outcomes of the event 

(What are the takeaways from 

the event?) 

Presentation of the pilot actions and debate in thematic after 

sessions will help to improve the synergy between the port 

stakeholders and Port of Ploče Authority with aim to better 

encourage collaboration between them and target groups in port 

areas. 

 

Number of attendees 34 

Type of stakeholders/target 

groups that were represented 

General public, terminal operators, Freight forwarders, ship 

agencies, local, national and public authorities, enterprises. 

Transport operators. 
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SUSPORT local event – Dubrovnik 

Event summary 
 

Type of event Physical 

Location (if physical) Dubrovnik, Hotel Adria, Radnička ulica 46 

Date of the event June 6th and 7th, 2023. 

Time/Duration June 6th 15:30-22:00 June 7th 9:00-16:00 

Purpose of the event 

(By whom was it organized? 

What was the objective?) 

The Dubrovnik-Neretva Region organized the meeting and 

thematic sessions focused on the specific objectives of SUSPORT 

and the communication approach. Intermodal Transport Cluster 

presented DIGSEA objectives and results.  

Short description of the event 

(what happened during the 

event?) 

The exchange of PPs experiences, challenges, priorities of the 

project activities and support in the SUSPORT and DIGSEA 

communication process.  

Results/Outcomes of the event 

(What are the takeaways from 

the event?) 

Debate in thematic sessions which will help the SUSPORT and 

DIGSEA projects to create synergies to better encourage 

collaboration between a wide range of stakeholders and target 

groups. 

Number of attendees 41 

Type of stakeholders/target 

groups that were represented 

General public, Local, regional and national public authorities, 

Regional development agencies, Enterprises, transport operators, 

Transport associations. 
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