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Abstract 
 

The main Croatian and Italian stakeholders already involved during the project and the 

Programme Interreg MJ/JS were invited to the final conference organized by Teaching 

Institute for Public Health, Primorje-Gorski Kotar County (TIPH) in Croatian Cultural 

Center of Rijeka on November 23th 2021, in the  afternoon. In the morning of the same 

day took place the last SC meeting. 

The event was published and promoted on SOUNDSCAPE website and TIPH announced 

it on its website. News about the conference were uploaded on the Facebook page of the 

project before and at the end of the event.  

TIPH also contacted Nova List journalist and an article was published on newspaper on 

24th November 2021.  

During this event, organized both in presence and online because of the difficult situation 

of Covid-19 pandemic, all the main results achieved during the project have been 

illustrated with particular attention to the mitigation actions and the future perspective 

of the underwater noise management in view of biodiversity preservation. The 

possibility to extend the SOUNDSCAPE approach to assess and mitigate the impact of 

underwater noise in NAS to the full EUSAIR area have been illustrated. LP and CF chosen 

to organize the D2.4.3 Portable exhibition with sound and video installation 

(Different waves performance) in Split on November 29th instead of during the final event 

in Rijeka as written on the application form. 

Each WP leader presented results achieved during the project and all the intervention, 

discussion and presentation are reported in details in the Minutes section of this 

document.  

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic organizers limit the number of participants in presence, 

and some partners and MJ-JS representative decided to participate through Skype. The 

Skype call was recorded by the partner responsible of communication and uploaded on 

SOUNDSCAPE YouTube channel, and then shared on the official website and Facebook 

page. 
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At the final event took part 25 participant included 5 representatives of Primorsko-

goranska županija county, 2 journalists of Novi List plus 13 online participant included 

MJ-JS representative Dr. Anca Daniela Simion. 

The conference was organized by TIPH together with lead partner IOF.  In the beginning, 

Mr. Albert Cattunar (TIPH) welcomed all participants presented at the site in Rijeka 

despite the COVID-19 pandemic and those who attended remotely. 

Then, he introduced participants to TIPH and town Rijeka, the most prominent Croatian 

trade ports. He particularly emphasized the importance of protecting the marine 

environment of the north Adriatic and biodiversity against underwater noise and 

successful participation of TIPH in the Soundscape Project.  

 

Mr Vlado Dadić, project coordinator thanked Mr Cattunar for kind words and TIPH for 

organization of the Soundscape Conference in Rijeka. 

Mrs Anca Daniela Simion, Project manager from JS, presented general information about 

Interreg V/A Programme Italy Croatia and its importance for collaboration between Italy 

and Croatia on marine protection enabling sustainable usage and development of the 

region the Adriatic Sea. She emphasized that Interreg Italy - Croatia Programme 

overlooks the Adriatic Sea and is driven by the overall objective to increase the prosperity 

and the blue growth potential of the area by stimulating cross-border partnerships able 

to achieve tangible and concrete changes. She explained priority axes and specific 

objectives of the Programme, and key outputs. She expressed the main goals of the 

Soundscape project and its influence on the improvement of protection of the sensitive 

environment of the North Adriatic Sea (NAS) related underwater noise through 

achievements of the plans: creating a shared underwater noise network, assessing the 

influence of underwater noise on biodiversity, and developing mitigation measures. It is 

crucial that fully documented outputs and results will be shared with the public 

institutions involved in MSP and MSFD D11 monitoring program at the local, regional, 

national and EU levels.  
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She presented the structure and timetable of the new programming period of Interreg 

programme Italy Croatia for 2021 to 2027, which will focus on the blue economy, 

capitalizing on previous cooperation experiences and creating more substantial 

synergies with EUSAIR.  

Mr Vlado Dadić from IOF, project coordinator, presented an overview of the Soundscape 

Project, objectives and achievements of main results. He emphasized that cooperation 

between four partners from Italy and four from Croatia contributed to ensuring the 

efficient protection of marine biodiversity and developing sustainable marine and coastal 

ecosystems and resources. Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) Descriptor 

11(D11) points out the need to monitor and manage underwater noise to achieve Good 

Environmental Status (GES) of EU marine waters by 2020. Soundscape represents the 

most extensive project-related underwater noise at the Mediterranean Sea, starting on 

January, 1st 2019, ending in November 2021. In short words, the Soundscape project 

changed the situation in the NAS with "no data" about underwater soundscapes to 15 

months of continuous data measure on the nine stations located in Croatian and Italian 

waters. This data was used to calibrate Quonops numerical model to create monthly 

spatial maps in the NAS and their importance for implementing MSFD. The project's main 

objective is to transfer  

acquired knowledge and experience of underwater noise monitoring to all potential 

target groups, as stakeholders and citizens from local to EU level.  

 

Mr Hrvoje Mihanović from IOF presented a network of 9 measuring stations distributed 

in the coastal and open sea of the NAS, 48 kHz of sampling interval, production of totally 

more than 30 TBytes of data, used protocols for data exchange, validation, processing and 

archiving.  

 

Mrs Fantina Madricardo (CNR) presented the main results achieved in the framework of 

the Soundscape project. Monthly maps of the underwater noise in the NAS were 

produced by Quonops numerical model, which calibrated with 20 seconds SPL averaged  
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data from nine stations distributed in Italian and Croatian waters of the Adriatic Sea.  

 

Furthermore, obtained monthly maps were integrated into Geoportal "Tools4MSP", with 

various thematic maps from NAS for spatially analysis, which can help decision-makers 

for decisions related to underwater sound.  

She compared reduced levels of underwater noise obtained during the Covid 19 period 

with the usual situation before the COVId-19.  

She presented the influence of underwater noise on sensitive species (XXX) and in the 

Natura 2000 area close in the broad scope of the island of Lošinj, and the first time 

investigating the production of underwater noise by recreational boats, which is 

considerable in the NAS.  

 

Mrs Alice Pari (CF) presented promotion of the Soundscape project and transferred 

knowledge to stakeholders and ordinary citizens on the importance of underwater noise 

reduction for the protection of the marine environment at more events in Italy and 

Croatia, and showed several videos related to activities and results obtained by 

Soundscape Project. In addition, all participants got a bag with some gifts (flyer, brochure, 

pencil, umbrella, memory stick and notebook) with the logo of the Soundscape project. 

In the end, she emphasized the importance of transferring knowledge to stakeholders, 

decision-makers, and ordinary citizens about the influence of underwater noise on the 

marine environment and its reduction, especially in very vulnerable NAS, to help 

sustainably use marine resources.  

 

After that it was discussion of underwater noise and its influence on marine biodiversity 

and necessary actions for its mitigation, especially during the touristic season and close 

to main trade ships and ferries routes, as well as transferability of knowledge to 

stakeholders and ordinary citizens to increase their awareness of the negative impact of 

underwater noise on the marine environment. 
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Video of the event 
 

Link to the video of the conference uploaded on YouTube channel 
 

 

Announcement on TIPH website 
 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/YwlE3zZttE8
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The teaching institute for public health of Primorje Gorski Kotar County (TIPH) organized the 
Soundscape project's SC and MC final meeting.  

Mrs Lina Velčić, on behalf of the director of TIPH, welcomed all participants in Rijeka and remotely, 
with a wish for successful work of the meeting. 

Mr Vlado Dadić, the Soundscape project coordinator, thanked Mrs Velčić and TIPH for organizing the 
final SC and MC meeting in Rijeka and welcomed participants who attended the meeting on-site or 
remotely. He thanks all partners for successfully implementing the Soundscape project is a very 
demanded period caused by Covid-19 pandemia. 

Mr Dadić presented an overview of the Soundscape project with general achievements. He 
emphasized that all WPs have 27 activities and 67 deliverables, despite the situation with Covid-9 
finalized in the extended six-month project implementation period. Partners finished almost all 
deliverables, outputs and objectives. Only a few deliverables need some justification. 

Mrs Vedrana Franić (IOF) remotely presented the project management status with stress on tasks to 
be prepared by all project partners during the closing period (by the end of February). She mentioned 
document Activity report no.6 with uploading financial matters and relevant documents in SIU on 
time, and LP to finalize 6th Progress and Final report. 

Mrs Alice Pari (CF) presented activities related to the Soundscape project during an implementation 
period of 35 months. CF and other partners organized promotion of the Soundscape project at more 
meetings on local, regional, governmental and EU levels, as special events for stakeholders and 
ordinary citizens (Different waves in Ancona, Venice and Split, EU TG-noise, ministries and 
governmental agencies). More promotional material was prepared like flyers, posters, leaflets, 
brochures, short videos, and gifts for attendees to the meetings. 

Mr Hrvoje Mihanović (IOF) presented the main facts related to instruments' procurements for 
underwater noise measurements, calibration and set up of them, deployment and redeployment, data 
downloading, validation and archiving data from nine stations in mirroring databases at CNR-ISMAR 
and IOF.  

Mrs Fantina Madricardo (CNR) presented the main results achieved in the framework of the 
Soundscape project. Monthly maps of the underwater noise in the North Adriatic Sea (NAS) were 
produced by Quonops numerical model, which calibrated with 20 seconds SPL averaged data from 
nine stations distributed in Italian and Croatian waters of the Adriatic Sea. Furthermore, obtained 
monthly maps were integrated into Geoportal "Tools4MSP", with various thematic maps from NAS 
for spatial analysis, which can help decision-makers for marine spatial planning related to 
underwater sound in the NAS. 
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Mrs Mardricardo compared levels of various sources (ferries, oil and cargo ships, recreational boats) 
of the underwater noise during the Covid 19 pandemic period with the common situation before the 
COVId-19. 

She also presented the influence of underwater noise on sensitive species (bottlenose dolphin and 
loggerhead turtle) in the broad area of the island of Lošinj. She showed that in the Soundscape project, 
the production of underwater noise by recreational boats was investigated for the first time, which 
is considerable in the NAS, especially during the touristic season of the year. 

In the end, she emphasized the importance of transferring knowledge to stakeholders, decision-
makers, and ordinary citizens about the influence of underwater noise on the marine environment 
and its mitigation, especially in very vulnerable NAS, to help sustainably use of marine resources.  

Mr Antonio Petrizzio (CNR) presented a spatial analysis of the underwater noise and its importance 
for planning and managing marine and coastal regions and implementing the EU MSFD directive in 
the NAS as a vulnerable area. For this purpose, a monthly map of underwater noise was integrated 
into geoportal "Geo4tools". Underwater noise level spatial-timely varied depending of area and 
period of year. Generally, the underwater noise was higher close to large ports and close to traffic 
routes (ferries, cargo ships, tankers, fishing ship) during whole year, and also in the touristic area 
during touristic season (recreational boats). 

Conclusion 

All project partners expressed willingness to continue to join the consortium for the underwater 
noise research and measurements in the framework of future Interreg and other international 
programs. Also, they expressed their high appreciation for the results of the SOUNDSCAPE project. 
All the participants agreed to be more coordinated also at the national and european level with 
respect to the underwater noise pollution issue and in the exploitation of the project results. 

Mr Dadić thanked all project partners and staff for successful achievement all objectives despite the 
uncommon and demanded period caused by Covid-19 pandemia. He asked project partners to finish 
all tasks scheduled for the next three months of the Project closing period. 
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