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YOU GOT LOST  
IN THE LAByRINTH  

OF BEWILDERING SOUNDS.  
GOODByE  

My SWEET FRIEND.

sigh sigh...
HE DOESN’T LOVE ME  

ANYMORE,  
HE DOESN’T CALL ME  

ANYMORE... sigh... 
he has forgotten  

about me.

 I look for you every night... 
but I can’t hear you!  

WHERE ARE YOU MY LOVE?
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military activities
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Yachting and  
recreational boats

The general purpose of SOUNDSCAPE project is the evaluation of 
the impact of underwater noise on marine fauna and in general on 
the ecosystem of the Northern Adriatic Sea. Moreover it aims to the 
creation of a cross-border monitoring network to ensure effective 
protection of marine biodiversity and develop sustainable use of 
marine resources, ecosystems and coastal resources.

Pollution of the sea has many forms, not always perceivable with our senses: pollution 
from spills of toxic substances, pollution from solid waste, but also thermal pollution 
and noise pollution. The latter, for example, although not perceptible underwater by the 
human ear, deserves to be studied for its consequences on marine fauna: the water in fact 
allows a faster propagation of about 1500 meters per second, about 4 times more than in 
the atmosphere.
Many studies attribute to excessive underwater noise the responsibility of deaths and 
beaching of different marine creatures, especially cetaceans. The main sources of this form 
of pollution have been identified in navigation, in the activity of exploration and extraction 
of gas and oil from the seabed, in the use of active sonar by military and commercial 
vessels, in professional fishing activities.
The quantity of underwater sounds has increased significantly during the last century, so 
much that it has almost completely covered the natural underwater noises.

PHISIOLOGICAL EFFECTS: PHYSIOLOGICAL ChANGES THAT RESULT 
FROM EXPOSURE TO NOISE

HEARING LOSS AND AUDITORY MASKING: INCLUDES PERMANENT  
OR TEMPORARY DAMAGES TO HEARING SYSTEMS OF MARINE 
ANIMALS AS A RESULT OF NOISE EXPOSURE, AND INTERFERENCE 
OF NOISE WITH BIOLOGICALLY IMPORTANT SOUNDS 

BEHAVIOURAL AND ACOUSTIC RESPONSES: CHANGES IN 
BEHAVIOUR  AND VOCALIZATION PARAMETERS OF EXPOSED 
ANIMALS

ACTIONS

Northern Adriatic

Tursiops truncatos and the turtle Caretta caretta).


