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1. Introduction 

The purpose of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) which will be attached to this 

deliverable is to identify roles and activities of the founding partners and other potential new 

members as they join the network called ASTERIS Open Network.  

The Network will strengthen the relations among the partners and new public and private 

members characterized by institutional competences, technical skills but also, where 

appropriate, knowledge-based economic purposes, in the fields of spatial and temporal (based 

on future downscaled climate scenarios) monitoring variation in seawater intrusion by increasing 

the knowledge, mapping needs and barriers in risk management. 

The MoU aims at supporting the following activities in order to enhance sustainability of the 

project and its impact on raising awareness on the role of cities and public authorities, 

universities and technical and scientific research centres, in an improvement of the protection 

and strengthening the resilience of coastal aquifer to saline intrusion as a result of the predicted 

impact of climate change: 

- stimulating the dialogue and the networking between representatives of local 

communities engaged in the environmental protection, policy makers, public and private 

entities responsible for mitigation and adaptation actions to climate change; 

- enhancing the exchange of information and data among the members in order to 

contribute to a significant improvement of the knowledge of present and future salt 

intrusion; 

- enhancing the production of materials, documents, and data collection and the exchange 

of that with the aim of sharing experiences on the planning of adaptation measures for a 

sustainable use of freshwater coastal aquifers. 

- stimulating a new and innovative approach to the risk management and better 

understanding of the local hazard by diminishing the risk to saline intrusion through the 

integration of vulnerability maps and the analysis of specific case studies; 

- sharing and, when possible, co-organizing public events targeted to dissemination of 

knowledge on the main topics of the ASTERSI project; 
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Any such activity can be promoted on the respective web-portal of the ASTERIS Open Network 

members to provide as much visibility as possible. 

 

2. Meaning and Importance of this MoU 

One of the main output of the ASTERIS project is the present Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU), retrievable in annex. The MoU is meant to “stimulate a new and innovative approach to 

the risk management and a better understanding of the local hazard by diminishing the risk to 

saline intrusion through the integration of vulnerability maps and the analysis of specific case 

studies”. 

To this end, the project has developed (through the Activity 5.2 and more specifically the 

deliverable 5.2.2) three adaptation plans on both the Adriatic shores. These plans concern the 3 

study areas, i.e. the areas of Fano and Ravenna (for Italy, represented at project level by their 

Municipalities) and the Neretva Region (for Croatia, developed by Croatian Waters – PP6). 

For the areas interested by these three case studies, the pilot plans for adapting the 

groundwater management to climate changes have been produced on the basis of the 

Guidelines for adaptation measures (project deliverable 5.2.1), thereby giving a first concrete 

example of how to plan some adaptation measure at local level. 

The plans carried out at local level consist of three documents for water management based on 

two levels: a) different conceptual and practical solutions and investment programmes already 

existing and experienced in the past; b) new and innovative suggested measures /actions to be 

undertaken in the short, medium and long term in compliance with the national, regional laws 

and local regulations of each country/territories. 

For what concerns the enactment and entry into force of these adaptation plan in each of the 

three case studies areas (i.e. through local land-use plan, integrated urban water management, 

etc.) there is an objective obstacle represented by the differences in terms of internal 

procedures, timing, political impetus and momentum of the three involved authorities (Fano, 

Ravenna and Neretva Valley). Tring to find a joint and valuable solution for all the three 

authorities, likewise complying with the ASTERIS project lifetime (2 years and half, with the last 
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12 months devoted to WP5) is really impossible. Partners were aware of it since the design of 

the project proposal, and for this reason they conceived the enactment of the “adaptation plan” 

in a twofold manner:  

1) By providing the three Public Authorities with 3 concrete booklets (Deliverables: D.5.2.2 

“Booklet on adaptation plans put in place at local level”) transposing the guidelines of D5.2.1 

into real plans. This was possible because the case study of WP4 will provide all the information 

needed to a concrete planning. The three plans provide a clear exemplification on how to apply 

guidelines in different contexts, and they can be immediately discussed and approved at 

political level. 

2) By preparing and signing the Memorandum of Understanding, which can guarantee specific 

follow-up of the action and the durability of this project output. Some specific paragraphs are 

actually obliging the political representatives to carry out concrete actions in the near future, 

namely:  

- in the par. II “Purpose”; 

- in the par. III “Network identity” (where one of the common challenges of the signatories 

is to “Identify policies for future sustainable exploitation of vulnerable coastal aquifer”) 

- in the par. IV “Role and activities foreseen by this MoU” (where the activities of each 

partner of the Network shall be guided with the following principles “Involvement and 

inclusion into the activities of the Open Network of interested local actors). In the same 

paragraph the provision of at least “one annual online meeting among the members with 

the aim of updating the membership about the policies sharing” certainly could be used 

and focused precisely for checking and monitoring the concrete adoptions of some 

measures as suggested in the Adaptation Plans for the three case studies (see the 

Booklets as provided in the project as Deliverable 5.2.2.) in urban plans and water 

management regulations on both Adriatic shores by those PPs which have the 

jurisdiction on the 3 study areas, hence at the most suitable level (local or higher).  

 

In this regard, the following signed MoU can be considered of key importance for the project 

outputs durability and for a concrete and practical impact of the ASTERIS project for a public 

utility through a constant and continuous improvement of the local environmental performance 
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of the Municipalities and Regions with specific regards to the understanding and preventing 

local hazard by diminishing the risk to saline intrusion. 

 

 

3. Annexes  

Pages 1-6: Memorandum of Understanding signed by the ASTERIS Lead Partner – University 

of Urbino Carlo Bo 

Page 7: Signature CNR IGG 

Page 8: Signature Municipality of Fano 

Page 9: Signature Municipality of Ravenna 

Page 10: Signature Institute for Adriatic Crops and Reclamation 

Page 11: Signature Croatian Waters 

Page 12: Signature Istrian University of Applied Sciences 


























