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MEMORANDUM OF COOPERATION
BETWEEN
THE ASSOCIATION OF SMALL-SCLALE FISHERMAN OF THE ADRIATIC
AND

THE ASSOCIATION OF ADRIATIC SMALL-SCALE FISHERY

The Association of Small-scale fisherman of the Adriatic and the Association of Adriatic Small-Scale
Fishery hereinafter referred to as the “Signatories of the Memorandum”

Driven by a common desire to develop and strengthen cooperation in the segment of small-scale
coastal fisheries, improving conditions, competitiveness and market action at the local, regional,
national and international levels,

With the aim of creating a basis for further cooperation in terms of small-scale coastal fisheries, with
the aim of protection and promotion of common professional, environmental, cultural, administrative,
informational, economic, scientific, social and other interests and goals and

For the purpose of improving and developing the small-scale coastal fisheries sector in the Adriatic
area, implementing programs and plans for long-term management and exploitation of fish stocks, as
well as for the protection and conservation of the marine ecosystem and marine biological resource

Have agreed on the following:

The signatories of the Memorandum will:

- encourage the promotion and increase of standards and working conditions of small-scale
coastal fishermen in the Adriatic;

- encourage the protection of the Adriatic coastal zone with the aim of achieving sustainable
fisheries in the small-scale coastal fisheries sector;

- strengthen the competitiveness and excellence of entrepreneurs and craftsmen in the
small-scale coastal fisheries sector;

- strengthen the economic environment to create, maintain and improve jobs and strengthen
employment capacity, stimulate employment and increase jobs in the small-scale coastal
fisheries sector in accordance with biological indicators of resource status;

- contribute to economic and demographic recovery of rural coastal and island communities;
create preconditions for appropriate education of stakeholders in the small-scale coastal
fisheries sector and strengthening the capacity of existing educational institutions;

- tocontribute to a more favourable positioning of small-scale coastal fishermen on the market;
to encourage the manufacture of products with higher added value through various forms of
certification;

- to promote responsible fisheries and fishing activities with the purpose of conservation of
fishery resources;

- promote cooperative management of the Adriatic basin, where exploitation of linked and
shared fishery resources requires joint management programs.



The Signatories of the Memorandum will strive to promote cooperation in various forms related to the
small-scale coastal fisheries sector, whose methods and conditions of commercial fishing and business
are defined by relevant national laws and regulations as well as EU regulations and recommendations.

The Signatories of the Memorandum will exchange information, statistical data, publications and
promotional materials in accordance with their internal legislation and common objectives.

v

The Signatories of the Memorandum will encourage the empowerment and consolidation of members
of their Association and will encourage joint participation on economic forums and fairs organized in
their respective countries and other EU Member States, and in the framework of their cooperation in
international organizations.

The Signatories of the Memorandum will pay special attention to the exchange of knowledge and
practical experience within their activities and will contribute to the best possible technical
cooperation, exchange and development of promotional material that will contribute to the visibility
of the small-scale coastal fisheries sector.

Vi

The signatories of the Memorandum will cooperate to promote and encourage the adhesion and use
among their members of the sustainable artisanal fishing collective mark developed within the
framework of the Interreg V A Adri.SmArtFish Project. To this end, they undertake to co-ordinate with
the owner of the label, the Veneto Region, in order to act as managing bodies for the granting of the
mark.

Vi

All disagreements in the interpretation and application of the provisions of this Memorandum shall be
resolved by the Signatories of the Memorandum through negotiation and consultation.

Vil
This Memorandum shall enter into force on the date of signature.
This Memorandum shall remain in force for a period of 5 (five) years from its entry into force and shall
be tacitly extended for a further period of 5 (five) years, unless one of the Signatories notifies the other

in writing of its intention to withdraw from the Memorandum of cooperation 6 (six) months before its
expiration.



Vil

This Memorandum of cooperation has been drawn up in two originals, each in the Croatian, Italian and
English languages, all translations being equally valid. In case of divergence of interpretation, the
English translation shall be authoritative.

For the Association of Small-scale Coastal Fishermen of the Adriatic

Signatory: Date:

Association of Adriatic Small-Scale Fishery

Signatory: Date:
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