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SUMMARY 
 

As stated in Application form deliverable D.2.2.5 Other PRIZEFISH publications targeted for 

end-users: fishermen, young trainees and scientific papers for Universities and Research 

bodies. Each PP is responsible to promote the publication of at least one article on local press 

to inform the general public and foster the involvement of local stakeholders. LP and PP02, 

PP06 and PP07 will also have to provide at least one article on scientific press. 

 

During the project’s lifetime, partners successfully created and published the publications 

created to promote projects goals and activities. The topics varied which was crucial to spread 

the messages to the wide public, especially to those who had (or will) benefit from the 

project’s results. 
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1st REPORTING PERIOD 
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PP1 - ZADAR 

PP1 created 1 press release about 1st partner meeting in Zadar which was published in 4 

different media. 

a) Press release about 1st partner meeting held in Zadar (1 press release, 4 publications) 

1) Zadarski list – printed newspapers_9-7-2019 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

4 

2) Zadarski list – printed newspapers_29-7-2019 
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3) U Zadru odrzan prvi radni sastanak hrvatskih projektnih partnera na projektu Prizefish: 

https://ezadar.net.hr/dogadaji/3529599/u-zadru-odrzan-prvi-radni-sastanak-hrvatskih-

projektnih-partnera-na-projektu-prizefish/ - eZadar post_8-7-2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ezadar.net.hr/dogadaji/3529599/u-zadru-odrzan-prvi-radni-sastanak-hrvatskih-projektnih-partnera-na-projektu-prizefish/
https://ezadar.net.hr/dogadaji/3529599/u-zadru-odrzan-prvi-radni-sastanak-hrvatskih-projektnih-partnera-na-projektu-prizefish/
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4) Prvi radni sastanak projekta PRIZEFISH: http://www.narodni-list.hr/posts/669195002 – 

Narodni list post_8.7.2019. 

 

http://www.narodni-list.hr/posts/669195002
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PP6 – IZOR 

The Director of Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries, prof. Nedo Vrgoč was interviewed by 

Croatian most prominent newspapers – Slobodna Dalmacija regarding the upcoming and 

present projects financed by INTERREG Italy - Croatia Programme. Description and objective of 

the PRIZEFISH project was mentioned and management team of IOF posted the press release 

article in social page of IOF and article itself had 1700 reads by 1st of July. 

a) Press release about PRIZEFISH project in general – an introduction 

1) Podvodni dron snimit ce nase podmorje zaronit ce do 200 metara i prikupljati podatke o 

dubini temperaturi slanosti mora otopljenom kisiku i vrsti dna:   

https://slobodnadalmacija.hr/more/podvodni-dron-snimit-ce-nase-podmorje-zaronit-ce-do-

200-metara-i-prikupljati-podatke-o-dubini-temperaturi-slanosti-mora-otopljenom-kisiku-i-vrsti-

dna-609295 _Slobodna Dalmacija post_1-7-2019 

 

https://slobodnadalmacija.hr/more/podvodni-dron-snimit-ce-nase-podmorje-zaronit-ce-do-200-metara-i-prikupljati-podatke-o-dubini-temperaturi-slanosti-mora-otopljenom-kisiku-i-vrsti-dna-609295%20_Slobodna%20Dalmacija%20post_1-7-2019
https://slobodnadalmacija.hr/more/podvodni-dron-snimit-ce-nase-podmorje-zaronit-ce-do-200-metara-i-prikupljati-podatke-o-dubini-temperaturi-slanosti-mora-otopljenom-kisiku-i-vrsti-dna-609295%20_Slobodna%20Dalmacija%20post_1-7-2019
https://slobodnadalmacija.hr/more/podvodni-dron-snimit-ce-nase-podmorje-zaronit-ce-do-200-metara-i-prikupljati-podatke-o-dubini-temperaturi-slanosti-mora-otopljenom-kisiku-i-vrsti-dna-609295%20_Slobodna%20Dalmacija%20post_1-7-2019
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PP1- ZADAR 

1. Press release “Prvo izvješće o provedbi projekta” 

PP12 - RERA Split - Dalmatia County organized the 2th Steering Committee meeting in Split (16-
18th of September 2019.) attended by all project partners. During the three-day meeting, bilateral 
meetings of the project partners were held, a joint report on the progress of the project was 
presented, and financial issues and achievement statuses were discussed by target groups of the 
project. Representatives of PP1- Zadar County participated and presented their activities.  The 
article was created to inform the general public, and all involved about the report and all activities 
during the first project period, also about further activities during the next year in order to gain 
more interest in eco- innovative, sustainable fishery.  

- Document “Press release report_092019_ZADAR”  
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- List of media: 
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- photographs provided for news media: 

 

- Published press releases: 

Printed newspapers  

       - article “S novim metodama ribolova sačuvati 
Jadran za budućnost” published in national 
newspapers Slobodna Dalmacija – on 26th of 
September 2019, page 18.  
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      - article “Cilj – konkurentni riblji proizvodi s eko 
oznkom” published in Zadarski list on 30th of 
September 2019, page 28; special pages with 
different content for Zadar County in general. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       - article with a different title 
“Stvaranje dodane vrijednosti ribljih 
proizvoda s eko oznakom” was 
published once more in Zadarski list 
on 1th of October 2019, page 8-9.  
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Web portals 

 -https://zadarski.slobodnadalmacija.hr/regional/clanak/id/624955/ribari-i-mali-
poduzetnici-bolje-ce-plasirati-svoje-proizvode-stvaraju-se-nove-tehnologije-i-uvodi-
certificiranje 

 

 - http://www.057info.hr/gospodarstvo/2019-09-30/zupanija-izradila-prvi-izvjestaj-o-
preradivackoj-industriji 
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 - http://www.bnm-portal.com/vijesti/usvajanje-novih-metoda-ribolova-kroz-projekt-
prizefish/?fbclid=IwAR3B_60mxLFOBUnI8HTZTvotYZ0Pn3EEPs_d0QRukaxLJnGxeHfTVP7KfF0 

 

 -https://ezadar.rtl.hr/dogadaji/3573709/u-sklopu-projekta-prizefish-napravljen-pregled-
ribolovnih-aktivnosti-na-jadranu/ 
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 -https://radio.hrt.hr/radio-zadar/clanak/novim-znanjima-do-novih-proizvoda-u-
ribarskoj-industriji/209662/ 

 

 - https://www.zadarskilist.hr/clanci/01102019/stvaranje-dodane-vrijednosti-ribljih-
proizvoda-s-eko-oznakom  
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2. Press release RADIO broadcast “PRIZEFISH project” 

According the press release sent to HRT RADIO ZADAR and published article, HRT Radio Zadar – 
contacted PP1 Zadar County on 3th of October 2019, with request for a half-hour broadcast in a 
special programme “U objektivu”. This programme discusses various current social topics 
relevant to the citizens of Zadar and Zadar County. 
Half hour programme was dedicated to the PRIZEFISH project, eco-innovative fishing methods 
and fishing methods for a less negative effect on the Adriatic's ecological system. 
The journalist (Suzana Jakšić Mandić) invited Croatian project partners to give their contribution 
in a short interview Representatives of Zadar County, FC Omega3, FC Istra and Ministry of 
Agriculture participated in the broadcast. 
Zadar County provided general information about the project, PRIZEFISH overall aim, funding, 
duration, eco certification process and final the expected PRIZEFISH results including information 
on benefits for the fishing industry in general.  
Each project partner answered questions that were concerning their reasons for joining the 
PRIZEFISH project, what benefits could it bring to them and to the Croatian fishing industry.  

The programme was broadcasted on Friday, 11th of October, between 12:15 pm - 12:45 pm, at 
Radio Zadar frequencies: 103, 105.9 and 101.8 mghz. The broadcast is recorded and archived. 

- Document “PRIZEFISH_Press release report102019_ RADIO”  
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- list of media 
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- official info about the programme 

 

- link to the radio broadcast - https://radio.hrt.hr/radio-zadar/ep/u-objektivu/317035/  
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3. “Promocija Zadarske županije  i projekata iz programa Interreg v-Italija - Hrvatska 2014. -
2020. na 13. međunarodnom ribarskom sajmu - Crofish u Poreču” 

Zadar County participated on the 13th International Fisheries Fair held in Poreč (22nd - 24th of 
September 2019). After the official opening of the Fair Zadar County organized PRIZEFISH project 
presentation. The aim of the fair is to enable the gathering and presentation of all interested 
economic operators and entities operating in the fisheries, aquaculture and sport fishing, of 
Croatia and neighbouring countries. All in an atmosphere of international and interregional 
cooperation as an important factor in the development of marine fisheries and aquaculture.  

- press release document 
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- list of media 

 

- Photographs provides for news media 
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- Published press releases: 

Print media 

- Article “Zadarska županija promovirala se na 
CROFISHU” published in local newspaper 
Zadarski list  on  27th of November 2019, 
page 17. 
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Web portals: 

- https://lokalni.vecernji.hr/zupanije/zupanija-predstavila-dva-medunarodna-projekta-
17662 

 
- https://ezadar.rtl.hr/biznis/3604703/zadarska-zupanija-na-13-medjunarodnom-

ribarskom-sajmu-u-porecu/?fbclid=IwAR3FZvTEMS3qXUc7NHtaePHsfG-
GbSgZ5H077cC1_4tBi6a3zBkOoyPYmWY 
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- https://www.facebook.com/eZadar.hr/ 

 
 

- https://radio.hrt.hr/radio-zadar/clanak/na-crofishu-u-porecu-zadarska-zupanija-
predstavila-projekt-prizefish/214637/ 
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- https://www.facebook.com/RadioLabin/?__tn__=%2Cd%3C-R&eid=ARAw3dD7OO6c-
TMelQj62ObYMhQqG2icx4e6ro7-7H0AARgHK9L2a5uQzFoAyOvxPoRvaegDjD7WrYrZ 
 

 

 

- http://www.057info.hr/vijesti/2019-11-26/dva-zupanijska-projekta-na-sajmu-ribarstva-
i-akvakulture 
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PP6- IZOR  

In the second reporting period, IOF has released 3 articles regarding the general information of 
the INTERREG projects that Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries is involved in:  

- Slobodna Dalmacija: General information’s regarding the INTERREG projects that IOF is 
involved in, as well as objective of the PRIZEFISH project and activities to be conducted 
further on discussed in the 2nd Steering Committee meeting in Split. 

https://www.slobodnadalmacija.hr/dalmacija/split/clanak/id/624769/splitski-institut-za-
oceanografiju-i-ribarstvo-39upao39-u-milijune-znanstvenici-s-punte-marjana-novac-planiraju-
potrositi-za-bolje-upravljanje-ribolovom-na-cijelom-jadranu  
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- Jutarnji list: Director of the Institute, prof.dr.sc. Nedo Vrgoč mentioned PRIZEFISH project 
with the general aim of helping Adriatic fishermen to create more innovative and competitive 
products and to market them to the EU, that is, to help small and medium-sized enterprises 
to create value-added products and eco-certificates. 
https://www.jutarnji.hr/magazin/ima-li-ribarstvo-u-jadranu-buducnost-kako-je-potpuna-
zabrana-ribolova-u-jabuckoj-kotlini-pokazala-put-za-rjesenje-problema/9197411/ 
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- Morski hr: A team of about ten people from Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries spent 

twenty days aboard the BIOS Two research vessel on the MEDITS (Mediterranean 
International Bottom Trawl-Surveys) fishery-biological expedition. Part of the data collected 
during this expedition will be integrated with previously collected data and analysed through 
Interreg projects such as Itaca, Prizefish, Fairsea, Dory and Sushidrop. 
https://morski.hr/2019/08/16/zabrana-ribolova-dala-rezultate-oporavlja-se-riblji-fond-
jabucke-kotline/ 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

21 

Director of the Institute, prof.dr.sc. Nedo Vrgoč and researcher associate Igor Isajlović informed 
general public about the 2nd PRIZEFISH Steering Committee meeting held in Split from 16-18th of 
September 2019 and general aim of the project through 2 TV news releases on the National 
television, as well as participation on national radio news cast – HRT - Radio Split.  

• HRT - ŽUPANIJSKA PANORAMA (television) 

 

• HRT – MORE (television) 
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• HRT – RADIO SPLIT (radio show) 
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PP7 - OGS 

On 26th July OGS produced a press release for promoting the public meeting in Trieste. OGS 
produced the press release that was sent to media by an external communication agency. Totally 
the press release was sent to 209 journalists (divided in these categories: radio, newspapers and 
web, news agencies, periodicals, tv). 

Press release was than published on the local newspaper but mention to PRIZEFISH project was 
missing.  

Press release sent to media: 
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List of media: 

 

 

Press release was than published on the local newspaper but mention to PRIZEFISH project was 
missing.  
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PP10- BIVALVIA 

PP10 BIVALVIA prepared the press release was focused on the involvement of O.P. Bivalvia 
Veneto as PP10 in the Project Interreg PRIZEFISH, highlighting Bivalvia goals, future, continuous 
evolution, implementation of new technologies and etc. Press release was sent by email to all 
the relevant five local and regional media. Unfortunately, the document was not published, and 
the main reason are extreme weather conditions (high water in Venice) in the Region of Veneto. 
Therefore, all newspaper, television and radio were full of news only about the high-water flood. 
 

- Press release sent to media 
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- Photos provided for media 
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- Mail for media 
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PP12- RERA 

PP12 JU RERA Split – Dalmatia County was the host of the second SC meeting for project 
PRIZEFISH. Three-day meeting was held in Split from 16th till 18th of September 2019. PP12 
Communication manager sent press release with general project information and details about 
the 2nd SC meeting in Split. It was sent to different web portals. 

 
 
 
- press release sent to media 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

- mail sent to media adresses + media list 
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- Published press releases:  

https://www.dalmacijadanas.hr/trodnevni-sastanak-u-splitu-o-jacanju-konkurentnosti-ribljih-
proizvoda-iz-jadrana-na-domacem-i-medunarodnom-trzistu 
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https://dalmatinskiportal.hr/vijesti/prizefish-provodi-se-projekt-koji-treba-potaknuti-hrvatska-i-
talijanska-mala-poduzeca-na-vecu-angaziranost-u-ribarstvu/51733 
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PP1 ZADAR, 1 press release, 10 publications and 1 radio broadcasting 

1. Press release “Treći sastanak hrvatskih i talijanskih partnera u sklopu projekta  PRIZEFISH” 

The 3th Steering Committee meeting was organized via remote (22-23th of April 2020.) 
attended by all project partners. During the two-day meeting, meetings of the project partners 
were held, a joint report on the progress of the project was presented, and financial issues and 
achievement statuses were discussed by target groups of the project.  Zadar County 
participated as one of the project partners and as WP2Leader – responsible for communication 
activities. Zadar County created an article to inform the general public and all involved about 
the the 3rd project meeting and all activities during the first year of the project also about 
further activities during the second year 2020 in order to gain more interest in eco- innovative, 
sustainable fishery.  
 
Press release document 
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- List of media: 

 
 

- Photographs provides for news media 
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- Published press releases: 

Internet - web news portals 

http://www.narodni-list.hr/posts/753645004 
PRIZEFISH: Treći sastanak hrvatskih i talijanskih partnera 
 
 

     
 
 
https://ezadar.net.hr/dogadaji/3805385/ribarimo-bolje-ostvarimo-vise-i-ocuvajmo-jadransko-more/ 
#PRIZEFISH Ribarimo bolje, ostvarimo više i očuvajmo Jadransko more 
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https://radio.hrt.hr/radio-zadar/clanak/ribarimo-bolje-ostvarimo-vise-ocuvajmo-jadransko-
more/228863/ 
„Ribarimo bolje! Ostvarimo više! Očuvajmo Jadransko more!” 
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https://www.noviradio.hr/odrzan-sastanak-partnera-na-projektu-prizefish-ribarimo-bolje-ostvarimo-
vise-ocuvajmo-jadransko-more/ 
ODRŽAN SASTANAK PARTNERA NA PROJEKTU PRIZEFISH „Ribarimo bolje! Ostvarimo više! Očuvajmo 
Jadransko more!” 
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https://zadarski.slobodnadalmacija.hr/zadar/regional/europski-projekt-pomocu-koji-sluzi-za-
upravljanje-eko-inovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-kako-bi-postigli-vrijednost-jadranskih-
proizvoda-1017954 
Europski projekt  koji služi za upravljanje eko-inovativnim lancima opskrbe u ribarstvu, kako bi postigli 
vrijednost jadranskih proizvoda   
 

        
 
 
 
http://www.057info.hr/vijesti/2020-04-24/novim-metodama-do-vece-vrijednosti-srdela-kozica-
muzgavaca-cipala-i-kucica 
Novim metodama do veće vrijednosti srdela, kozica, muzgavaca, cipala i kućica 
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http://zupan.hr/vijesti/vijesti-zadarska-zupanija-eu-projekt-prizefish-vrijednosti-3-12-milijuna-eura-
donijet-ce-inovativnije-metode-i-tehnologije-u-ribarstvu/ 
Zadarska županija: EU projekt Prizefish vrijednosti 3,12 milijuna eura donijet će inovativnije metode i 
tehnologije u ribarstvu 
 

                                   
Facebook; 
https://www.facebook.com/zadarski.hr/posts/1700924286698541 
Europski projekt  koji služi za upravljanje eko-inovativnim lancima opskrbe u ribarstvu, kako bi postigli 
vrijednost jadranskih proizvoda 
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https://www.facebook.com/zupan.hr/posts/888636818228988 
Zadarska županija: EU projekt Prizefish vrijednosti 3,12 milijuna eura donijet će inovativnije metode i 
tehnologije u ribarstvu 
 
 

 
Print media: 

Local newspaper Zadarski list on 27.th of april 2020. published the article  with the  title “ Treći 
sastanak hrvatskih i talijanskih partnera u sklopu projekta PRIZEFISH” ( newspaper scan) 
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2. RADIO broadcasts - show “Pomorska večer” (+ PP11- MP) 

Zadar County participated on the 3rd Steering Committee Meeting held via remote on the 22nd 
and 23rd of April 2020. To inform general public and to foster the involvement of stakeholders 
Zadar County produced press release about this meeting.  
According to the press release sent to all listed media addresses HRT RADIO ZADAR contacted 
by phone Kristina Stark, CM (Zadar County) on 30th of April 2020.  with request for a 15 
minutes broadcast dedicated to PRIZEFISH, in a special programme called “Pomorska večer”. 
This programme discusses various topics releated to maritime, shipping, fishery and other 
topics releated to the sea. The journalist (Vladimir Šetka) recorded apx.15 minutes conversation 
with CM. Zadar County (CM) provided general information about the project, PRIZEFISH overall 
aim, funding, duration, eco certification process, the expected PRIZEFISH results including 
information on benefits for the fishing industry in general and answered given questions. The 
conversation has began as follows: 
A meeting of project partners was held these days, and since they are partners from Croatia and Italy, what did 
that virtual meeting look like? 
- Can you explain to us what kind of project it is? What are the goals? 
- Who is all involved in the project? 
- How is it implemented? 
- How long does the implementation take and what is the budget? 
- It has been almost a year and a half since the beginning of project implementation. What have the previous 
analyses of the state of art of fisheries for Croatian-Italian part of the Adriatic shown? 
- What will the collected knowledge and information’s be used for? 
- What conclusions were reached in cooperation with the fish processing industry in Croatia? 
- How can the quality of fishery products be raised? 
- What are the next steps, since the implementation of the project ends in approx. a year? 
 
The programme was broadcasted on 4th of May 2020, from 8-12PM. The radio dedicated 
PRIZEFISH project apx. 15 minutes, in the 4th part of the programme.  
The journalist (Vladimir Šetka) recorded apx. 15 minutes conversation with CM of Zadar County 
(CM) provided general information about the project, PRIZEFISH overall aim, funding, duration, 
eco certification process, the expected PRIZEFISH results including information on benefits for 
the fishing industry in general and answered given questions.  
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Project partners from the Croatian side were invited to participate and contributed textually, 
answering the questions requested from the journalist. Also, the representative of PP11, 
Valentina Andrić helped with preparing materials for the radio show. The program was 
broadcasted on 4th of May 2020, from 8-12PM. The show was divided into 4 sections and 
lasted from 8PM until 12 PM, with small interruptions during news broadcasting.  The 4th 
section was dedicated to PRIZEFISH. 
- radio recording- 20200504-radio-POMORSKA_VECER 

- https://radio.hrt.hr/ep/pomorska-vecer/340694/  
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PP2- CNR IRBIM, 1 press release, 1 publication 

In the month of June, PP2 proposed to “Pesceinrete” (an online newspaper dedicated fisheries 
issues) the publication of a brief article on the PRIZEFISH project. The aim of Pesceinrete is to 
offer to Italian fishing operators a daily resource of information and a virtual showcase where 
they can propose and choose products and services. The article was published online on 25th 
June 2020. It introduces the PRIZEFISH aim and the fishery standards under development in the 
framework of the project, in order to inform fishing operators about the opportunities arising 
from PRIZEFISH as well as the general public, fostering potentially the involvement of new 
fisheries stakeholders in the project. 

 

Mail sent to media 

 

Photographs provided for news media 
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Web portal 

https://www.pesceinrete.com/2020/06/25/un-marchio-per-certificare-la-pesca-responsabile-
nellalto-adriatico/ 
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PP4 – CESTHA, 1 press release, 1 publication 

The PRIZEFISH project, developed by the EU for the Italian-Croatian sector of the upper Adriatic 
and of which CESTHA is a partner, is primarily concerned with sustainable fishing, with the aim 
of replacing the most impactful fishing techniques with other more modern and sustainable. In 
this context, the focus was placed on typical products of Ravenna fishery, such as wild mussel 
and cuttlefish. But not only that, PRIZEFISH also pays great attention to accidental catches, 
especially sharks (through the application of mesh "gates" to prevent their entry into the net) 
and sea turtles (through luminous bollards on the nets), as well as the experimentation of cages 
for Squilla mantis, to avoid fishing for undersized or other non-target species. The text of the 
article has been released as telephone interview. This paper is distributed in all Ravenna 
municipality.   

Press media 

- Article “In defence of the sea”- newspaper Il Resto del Carlino, published on 5th February 2020  
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PP5 REMO BRINDISI 2 press release, 3 publication 

In third reporting period PP5 had in total 3 publications. One article was published in January. 
Second part of the event From sea to dish (Il pesce azzurro dal mare alla tavola) was on 13th of 
January and local authorities and local fishermen were present (Lega Coop Estense, Lega Coop 
Nord Italia, Comune di Comacchio, Mr. Michele Bardella as fisherman, CNA). 

Second two articles were published in June. PP5 defined four different moments: the first was 
useful to present Prizefish project to all students, the second was a talk about fishing technics in 
the Adriatic Sea, the third was a presentation of all maps by our students and the fourth was a 
nutritional lesson about blue fish.  
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Published articles: 

- Gli studenti del Remo Brindisi per la pesca ‘green’, 17th of January 2020 
https://www.estense.com/?p=830728   
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- Remo Brindisi, gli studenti promuovono il Prizefish, 15th of June 2020 -  
https://www.estense.com/?p=857401  
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- L'istituto Remo Brindisi promuove a pieni voti le iniziative del Prizefish, 16th of June 2020, 
print and web edition in La Nuova Ferrara 
https://lanuovaferrara.gelocal.it/ferrara/cronaca/2020/06/19/news/l-istituto-remo-brindisi-
promuove-a-pieni-voti-le-iniziative-del-prizefish-1.38988408  
 

 
 

PP6 IZOR 1 radio broadcasting 
 
In the third reporting period, IOF staff has 
participated in live radio show on Radio Brač on 14th 
of January. The show was in Croatian language and 
IOF staff disseminated general and specific objectives 
of the PRIZEFISH project together with other 
interesting topics related to fisheries and marine 
biology.  

Link to radio page: https://www.radio-brac.hr  
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PP7 OGS – assistance to PP4 

The OGS team gave support in publishing an article in Italian and Croatian magazine on 
promoting the responsible fishery in the Adriatic Sea.  

Article title in Croatian: Brend za certificiranje odgovornog ribarstva sjevernog Jadrana  
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Article title in Italian: Un marchio per certificare la pesca responsabile nell’Alto Adriatico, 
26.02.2020. https://www.pesceinrete.com/2020/06/25/un-marchio-per-certificare-la-pesca-
responsabile-nellalto-adriatico/ 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

22 

PP8 OMEGA3, 1 press release, 2 publications 

FC Omega has made a press release about the event “Innovating tools and processes for added-
value Adriatic fishery products awareness training” organized by its official members and sent it 
to the media contacts.  

Press release document 

 

- e- mail sent to media 
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Web portals 

Benkovac: Evaluacija inovativne prerade i transformacije plave ribe, 25.06.2020. 
https://ezadar.net.hr/biznis/3839668/benkovac-evaluacija-inovativne-prerade-i-
transformacije-plave-ribe/ 
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U Šopotu održan trening o održivom ribarstvu Jadrana, 25.06.2020. 
http://www.057info.hr/vijesti/2020-06-25/u-sopotu-odrzan-trening-o-odrzivom-ribarstvu-
jadrana 
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Partners PP11 and PP13 published articles on their institutional web page.  

PP11 MP 

In third reporting period, due to COVID 19 impact on projects activities, PP11 have published 
one article on their institutional web page. It refers to third partners meeting held online in 
April, and PP11 project assignments and performance. 

Article: Projekt PRIZEFISH – Treći projektni sastanak 

https://www.savjetodavna.hr/2020/04/27/projekt-prizefish-treci-projektni-sastanak/  
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PP13 RER 

Due to COVID 19 impact on projects activities, PP13 have published one article on their 
institutional web page in third period.  

    

Article: Prizefish, progetto europeo di ricerca italo-croato, prosegue dritto la sua rotta verso 
l’eco-innovazione della filiera ittica grazie a prodotti sostenibili della pesca 

https://agricoltura.regione.emilia-romagna.it/notizie/2020/giugno/prizefish-progetto-europeo-
di-ricerca-italo-croato-prosegue-dritto-la-sua-rotta-verso-eco-innovazione-della-filiera-ittica-
grazie-a-prodotti-sostenibili-della-pesca  
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LP UNIBO (2 scientific papers) 

LP-UNIBO published the following scientific paper supported by  

1) Tappi, S.; De Aguiar Saldanha Pinheiro, A.C.; Mercatante, D.; Picone, G.; Soglia, F.; Rodriguez-

Estrada, M.T.; Petracci, M.; Capozzi, F.; Rocculi, P. Quality Changes during Frozen Storage of 

Mechanical-Separated Flesh Obtained from an Underutilized Crustacean. Foods 2020, 9, 1485. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/foods9101485 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.3390/foods9101485
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2) de Aguiar Saldanha Pinheiro, A.C., Tappi, S., Patrignani, F., Lanciotti, R., Romani, S. and Rocculi, P. 

(2021), Effects of novel modified atmosphere packaging on lipid quality and stability of sardine 

(Sardina pilchardus) fillets. Int. J. Food Sci. Technol., 56: 945-953. https://doi-

org.ezproxy.unibo.it/10.1111/ijfs.14747 

 
 

 

 

https://doi-org.ezproxy.unibo.it/10.1111/ijfs.14747
https://doi-org.ezproxy.unibo.it/10.1111/ijfs.14747
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PP1 ZADAR COUNTY (2 press releases, 17 publications, 1 radio broadcast) 

Press release n1. about the workshop "The Impact of piloted innovative production solutions on the 

Adriatic fishing sector” 

Zadar County produced press release about the workshop "The Impact of piloted innovative production 

solutions on the Adriatic fishing sector” that was organised by the Zadar County in cooperation with 

Croatian project partners, the producer organization (OP) Istra and the Italian partner O.P. Bivalvia, the 

shellfish producer organization of the Venetian Lagoon (Venice).  The press release was sent to local and 

regional media addresses. Professional photographs were sent too. 

 

Press release sent to media 

 

Press release: 
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Published press releases: 

“Kako se upravlja eko-inovativnim lancima opskrbe u ribarstvu, da bi se postigla dodana vrijednost ribljih 
proizvoda”  
published on Zadarski.hr on 21st July 2020 
Link: https://zadarski.slobodnadalmacija.hr/zadar/tribina/kako-se-upravlja-eko-inovativnim-lancima-
opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-da-bi-se-postigla-dodana-vrijednost-ribljih-proizvoda-1033674 

 

https://zadarski.slobodnadalmacija.hr/zadar/tribina/kako-se-upravlja-eko-inovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-da-bi-se-postigla-dodana-vrijednost-ribljih-proizvoda-1033674
https://zadarski.slobodnadalmacija.hr/zadar/tribina/kako-se-upravlja-eko-inovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-da-bi-se-postigla-dodana-vrijednost-ribljih-proizvoda-1033674
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“Kako do inovativnih ribljih proizvoda i dodatnih prihoda” 
published on 057info on 21st July 2020 
http://www.057info.hr/gospodarstvo/2020-07-21/kako-do-inovativnih-ribljih-proizvoda-i-dodatnih-
prihoda 

        

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.057info.hr/gospodarstvo/2020-07-21/kako-do-inovativnih-ribljih-proizvoda-i-dodatnih-prihoda
http://www.057info.hr/gospodarstvo/2020-07-21/kako-do-inovativnih-ribljih-proizvoda-i-dodatnih-prihoda
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“Projekt PRIZEFISH – Upravljanje eko-inovativnim lancima opskrbe u ribarstvu kroz “Cooking show”” 
published on morski.hr in July 2020 
https://morski.hr/2020/07/21/projekt-prizefish-upravljanje-eko-inovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-
ribarstvu-kroz-cooking-show/ 
 

 

 

https://morski.hr/2020/07/21/projekt-prizefish-upravljanje-eko-inovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-kroz-cooking-show/
https://morski.hr/2020/07/21/projekt-prizefish-upravljanje-eko-inovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-kroz-cooking-show/
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“U sklopu projekta Prizefish održana radionica na temu upravljanja eko-inovativnim lancima opskrbe u 
ribarstvu” 
published on Glas otoka in July 2020 
https://apsyrtides.info/2020/07/21/u-sklopu-projekta-prizefish-odrzana-radionica-na-temu-upravljanja-
eko-inovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu/ 
 

     

https://apsyrtides.info/2020/07/21/u-sklopu-projekta-prizefish-odrzana-radionica-na-temu-upravljanja-eko-inovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu/
https://apsyrtides.info/2020/07/21/u-sklopu-projekta-prizefish-odrzana-radionica-na-temu-upravljanja-eko-inovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu/
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“U Puli održana radionica u sklopu projekta PRIZEFISH “Utjecaj pilotiranih inovativnih proizvodnih 
rješenjana Jaranski ribarski sektor”  
published on Paška stvarnost on 20th July 2020 
https://paska.stvarnost.hr/u-puli-odrzana-radionica-u-sklopu-projekta-prizefish-utjecaj-pilotiranih-
inovativnih-proizvodnih-rjesenja-na-jadranski-ribarski-sektor/ 

        

       

https://paska.stvarnost.hr/u-puli-odrzana-radionica-u-sklopu-projekta-prizefish-utjecaj-pilotiranih-inovativnih-proizvodnih-rjesenja-na-jadranski-ribarski-sektor/
https://paska.stvarnost.hr/u-puli-odrzana-radionica-u-sklopu-projekta-prizefish-utjecaj-pilotiranih-inovativnih-proizvodnih-rjesenja-na-jadranski-ribarski-sektor/
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https://lagurplodovimora.hr/ 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/lagurplodovimora/posts/118808117

1528896   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lagurplodovimora.hr/
https://www.facebook.com/lagurplodovimora/posts/1188081171528896
https://www.facebook.com/lagurplodovimora/posts/1188081171528896
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“Jadranskin ribljim proizvodima treba postići dodanu vrijednost” 
Publihed In regional newspaper Zadarski list on July, 22nd 2020.  
 

 

 

” Kako postići dodanu vrijednost jadranskih ribljih 

proizvoda” 

Published in regional newspaper Zadarski list on July 

27th, 2020. in a special edition dedicated to Zadar and 

Zadar County called “Panorama” 
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“Promicanje, razvoj I očuvanje ribarstva uz 

inovativna rješenja” 

Published in newspaper Večernji list on 

July, 27th 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Projektom Prizefish promiče se, čuva I 

razvija sektor ribarstva” 

Published in newspaper Večernji list on 

August, 24th 2020 
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Press release n.2. about the Workshop “Innovative technology in catching small blue fish" 

Zadar County produced press release about the workshop “Innovative technology in catching small blue 

fish", held on September 29th 2020 was organized by Zadar County in cooperation and support with 

Croatian project partners; the PO Omega 3 and Ministry of Agriculture. The press release was sent to 50 

media addresses. Also, photographs were provided for news media.  

 

Press release sent to media: 

 

Press release:  
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“Inovacije za ribarstvo i marikulturu u Zadarskoj županiji” 

Published on eZadar on 17th September 2020 

https://ezadar.net.hr/dogadaji/3887950/inovacije-za-ribarstvo-i-marikulturu-u-zadarskoj-zupaniji/ 
 

 

 

 

 

https://ezadar.net.hr/dogadaji/3887950/inovacije-za-ribarstvo-i-marikulturu-u-zadarskoj-zupaniji/
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“Održana druga radionica u sklopu provedbe projekta 
‘PRIZEFISH’” 
Published on Glas otoka on 30h September 2020 

https://glasotoka.hr/2020/09/30/odrzana-druga-
radionica-u-sklopu-provedbe-projekta-prizefish/  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Održana radionica na temu inovativne tehnologije u 

izlovu sitne plave ribe” 

Published on ezadar.net on 30th September 2020 

https://ezadar.net.hr/dogadaji/3896134/odrzana-

radionica-na-temu-inovativne-tehnologije-u-izlovu-sitne-

plave-ribe/  

 

 

 

 

https://glasotoka.hr/2020/09/30/odrzana-druga-radionica-u-sklopu-provedbe-projekta-prizefish/
https://glasotoka.hr/2020/09/30/odrzana-druga-radionica-u-sklopu-provedbe-projekta-prizefish/
https://ezadar.net.hr/dogadaji/3896134/odrzana-radionica-na-temu-inovativne-tehnologije-u-izlovu-sitne-plave-ribe/
https://ezadar.net.hr/dogadaji/3896134/odrzana-radionica-na-temu-inovativne-tehnologije-u-izlovu-sitne-plave-ribe/
https://ezadar.net.hr/dogadaji/3896134/odrzana-radionica-na-temu-inovativne-tehnologije-u-izlovu-sitne-plave-ribe/
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“PRIZEFISH – Upravljanje ekoinovativnim 

lancima opskrbe u ribarstvu za postizanje 

dodane vrijednosti jadranskih ribljih 

proizvoda” 

Published on bnm-portal on 1st October 2020 

https://bnm-portal.com/prizefish-upravljanje-

ekoinovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-

za-postizanje-dodane-vrijednosti-jadranskih-

ribljih-proizvoda/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Upravljanje ekoinovativnim lancima opskrbe u ribarstvu kako 

bi se postigla dodana vrijednost jadranskih ribljih proizvoda” 

Published on Zadarska stvarnost on 30th September 2020 

https://zadarska.stvarnost.hr/upravljanje-ekoinovativnim-

lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-kako-bi-se-postigla-dodana-

vrijednost-jadranskih-ribljih-proizvoda/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bnm-portal.com/prizefish-upravljanje-ekoinovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-za-postizanje-dodane-vrijednosti-jadranskih-ribljih-proizvoda/
https://bnm-portal.com/prizefish-upravljanje-ekoinovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-za-postizanje-dodane-vrijednosti-jadranskih-ribljih-proizvoda/
https://bnm-portal.com/prizefish-upravljanje-ekoinovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-za-postizanje-dodane-vrijednosti-jadranskih-ribljih-proizvoda/
https://bnm-portal.com/prizefish-upravljanje-ekoinovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-za-postizanje-dodane-vrijednosti-jadranskih-ribljih-proizvoda/
https://zadarska.stvarnost.hr/upravljanje-ekoinovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-kako-bi-se-postigla-dodana-vrijednost-jadranskih-ribljih-proizvoda/
https://zadarska.stvarnost.hr/upravljanje-ekoinovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-kako-bi-se-postigla-dodana-vrijednost-jadranskih-ribljih-proizvoda/
https://zadarska.stvarnost.hr/upravljanje-ekoinovativnim-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-kako-bi-se-postigla-dodana-vrijednost-jadranskih-ribljih-proizvoda/
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“Upravljanje lancima opskrbe u ribarstvu” 

Published on lokalni.hr on 6th October 2020 

https://lokalni.vecernji.hr/zupanije/upravljanje-

lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-21172 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Inovativna tehnologija u izlovu sitne 

plave ribe” 

Published in newspaper Zadarski list 

on 1ST October 2020 

 

 
 
 
 

https://lokalni.vecernji.hr/zupanije/upravljanje-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-21172
https://lokalni.vecernji.hr/zupanije/upravljanje-lancima-opskrbe-u-ribarstvu-21172


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

18 

Radio show “Županijska kronika” 
After sending press release for the workshop “Innovative technology in catching small blue fish", held on 
September 29th 2020 organized by Zadar County, PP1 received an invitation to give a contribution in 
creating a radio show titled “County cronicle” (“Županijska kronika”) Županijska kronika deals with 
topics related to politics, economy and other topics at the county level. Zadar County participated with 
our Head of office Daniel Segaric who presented the project and its main goals, the partnership and 
ongoing activities.  
 
 Email info for downloading mp3 of the show 
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PP3 – ASSAM (1 press release, 1 publication) 
 
The weekly online Journal “Lo Spessore ”published an article “Soluzioni innovative per la pesca, la 

trasformazione e la conservazione dei prodotti ittici dell’Adriatico” on the 20th of November. The artlcle 

talks about the webinar and it is focused on WP4 achievements: The training session provided 

information on the innovations tested over the entire seafood chain from catching methods to 

selectivity improvement, from new processing methods to the design of three pilot products. 

“Soluzioni innovative per la pesca, la trasformazione e la conservazione dei prodotti ittici dell’Adriatico”, 

published on 20th November 2020 

Link to the article: https://www.lospessore.com/20/11/2020/soluzioni-innovative-per-la-pesca-la-

trasformazione-e-la-conservazione-dei-prodotti-ittici-delladriatico/ 

 

https://www.lospessore.com/20/11/2020/soluzioni-innovative-per-la-pesca-la-trasformazione-e-la-conservazione-dei-prodotti-ittici-delladriatico/
https://www.lospessore.com/20/11/2020/soluzioni-innovative-per-la-pesca-la-trasformazione-e-la-conservazione-dei-prodotti-ittici-delladriatico/
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PP6 IOF (1 radio broadcast) 

In the fourth reporting period, IOF staff has participated in live radio shows on 17th and 28th of 

December 2020 celebrating 90 years since its founding. Key speaker was Nedo Vrgoč, Director of the 

Institute and radio shows were broadcasted two times in Croatian language and IOF staff disseminated 

general and specific objectives of the PRIZEFISH project together with other interesting topics related to 

fisheries and marine biology. 

Link: https://radioosijek.hrt.hr/radio-split/clanak/institut-za-oceanografiju-i-ribarstvo-obiljezio-90-

godina-postojanja/257870/  

Link: https://radio.hrt.hr/radio-split/clanak/90-godina-instituta-za-oceanografiju-i-ribarstvo/255808/  

                        
  

 

 

 

 

 

https://radioosijek.hrt.hr/radio-split/clanak/institut-za-oceanografiju-i-ribarstvo-obiljezio-90-godina-postojanja/257870/
https://radioosijek.hrt.hr/radio-split/clanak/institut-za-oceanografiju-i-ribarstvo-obiljezio-90-godina-postojanja/257870/
https://radio.hrt.hr/radio-split/clanak/90-godina-instituta-za-oceanografiju-i-ribarstvo/255808/
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PP8 OMEGA (1 press release, 1 publication) 

FC Omega 3 has made a press release for industrial magazine Poduzetnik about the piloting of 
innovative catch techniques “sea pumps”. Original title: “Upravljanjem i primjenom inovativnih tehnika i 
tehnologija do održivog ribarstva Jadrana”, English title: “Managing and applying innovative techniques 
and technologies to sustainable Adriatic fisheries”. The article was published on 18th December 2020 
both in press and on line. 

Links to article: 
- https://poduzetnik.biz/produktivnost/upravljanjem-i-primjenom-inovativnih-tehnika-i-

tehnologija-do-odrzivog-ribarstva-na-jadranu/  

- https://poduzetnik.biz/produktivnost/naziv-projekta-prizefish/  

 

E-mail to magazine     Press release sent 

                  
Published article: 

         

 

 
 

E urope a n Re g iona l De ve lopm e nt Fund  RZ OMEGA 3  

IVAN MATIJAŠEVIĆ 
 

 

 

 

 

Ind. zona Šopot bb 

23420, Benkovac 

 

099 472 78 16 

 

IvanM@rz-omega3.h r 

  

 

www.it a ly-croat ia .eu  
 

 

PRIZEFISH – Upravljanjem i prim jenom inovat ivnih tehnika i tehnologija  do 

održivog ribarstva  Jadrana 
 

23 I studenog I 2020 | Benkovac, Hrvatska 

 

Press Release  
      „Ribarimo bolje! Ostvarimo više! Očuvajmo Jadransko more!” 

PRIZEFISH “Upravljanje  eko-inovativnim lancima opskrbe  u ribarstvu, kako bi se  post igla dodana 

vrijednost  jadranskih ribljih proizvoda” 
 

 

 

Tekst  za  1 st ranicu priloga + projektni logo 

Naziv projekta : PRIZEFISH – Pilo t ing of eco-innovat ive fishery supply-chains to marke t  added-value  Adriat ic 

fish products 

Nosite lj projekta: ALMA MATER STUDIORUM - UNIVERSITY OF BOLOGNA (CIRSA) (IT) 

ID projekta : 10043583 

Naziv program a: INTERREG V-A IT-HR CBC Programme 

Iznos ERDF sredstava: 2.650.028,00 € 

Iznos nacionalnih sredstava: 467.652,00 € 

Ukupno odobreno financiranje : 3.117.680,00 € 

Tra janje provedbe  projekta : 30 + 6 mjeseci 

Datum poče tka /  završe tka  projekta : 01.01.2019. – 30.06.2021. 

Više  inform acija: ht tps:/ / www.italy-croatia .eu/ we b/ prizefish 

https://poduzetnik.biz/produktivnost/upravljanjem-i-primjenom-inovativnih-tehnika-i-tehnologija-do-odrzivog-ribarstva-na-jadranu/
https://poduzetnik.biz/produktivnost/upravljanjem-i-primjenom-inovativnih-tehnika-i-tehnologija-do-odrzivog-ribarstva-na-jadranu/
https://poduzetnik.biz/produktivnost/naziv-projekta-prizefish/
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PP9 ISTRA (2 press releases, 1 radio show, 1 TV broadcasting, 5 articles published) 

In fourth reporting period PO Istra representative had an interview on the Croatian radio HRT1 on 13th 

December 2020.  The main topic was Prizefish project, about project goals and about our innovative 

product - fish hamburger. 

Link to radio show: https://radio.hrt.hr/ep/emisija-za-selo-i-poljoprivredu/364626/

      

 
Furthermore, the PO Istra representative gave a statement about the PRIZEFISH innovative product fish 

hamburger for Nova TV after participating in Investinfish event organised in November 2020. This also 

resulted with other published articles on web portals.  

Video link (min 3:00- 3:40) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vSctcLSJ9s&feature=youtu.be 

 

https://radio.hrt.hr/ep/emisija-za-selo-i-poljoprivredu/364626/
https://radio.hrt.hr/ep/emisija-za-selo-i-poljoprivredu/364626/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vSctcLSJ9s&feature=youtu.be
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Other publications: 

Article “IDA: Poticanje inovacija u ribarstvu omogućava jačanje plave ekonomije Istarske županije” 

published on IstraIN, on 11th November 2020 

Link: http://istrain.hr/index.php/gospodarstvo-arhiva/14659-ida-poticanje-inovacija-u-ribarstvu-

omogucava-jacanje-plave-ekonomije-istarske-zupanije 

 

Article “U Pazinu održana radionica na temu uvođenja inovacija u ribolovni sektor” published on 

IstraBIZ, on 11th November 2020 

Link: https://istra.biz/vijest/4391/u-pazinu-odrzana-radionica-na-temu-uvodenja-inovacija-u-

ribolovni-sektor 

   

http://istrain.hr/index.php/gospodarstvo-arhiva/14659-ida-poticanje-inovacija-u-ribarstvu-omogucava-jacanje-plave-ekonomije-istarske-zupanije
http://istrain.hr/index.php/gospodarstvo-arhiva/14659-ida-poticanje-inovacija-u-ribarstvu-omogucava-jacanje-plave-ekonomije-istarske-zupanije
https://istra.biz/vijest/4391/u-pazinu-odrzana-radionica-na-temu-uvodenja-inovacija-u-ribolovni-sektor
https://istra.biz/vijest/4391/u-pazinu-odrzana-radionica-na-temu-uvodenja-inovacija-u-ribolovni-sektor
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Article: “INVESTINFISH vrijedan 11 milijuna kuna: EUROPSKIM NOVCEM DO BOLJE VALORIZACIJE 

DOMAĆEG ULOVA, PRERADE I POTROŠNJE JADRANSKE RIBE” published on Glas Istre portal,  on 11th 

November 2020 

Link: https://www.glasistre.hr/more-i-nautika/investinfish-vrijedan-11-milijuna-kuna-europskim-

novcem-do-bolje-valorizacije-domaceg-ulova-prerade-i-potrosnje-jadranske-ribe-679182 

   

Article: “IDA: Poticanje inovacija u ribarstvu omogućava jačanje plave ekonomije IŽ” published on 

Regional express, on 11th November 2020 

Link: http://www.regionalexpress.hr/site/more/ida-poticanje-inovacija-u-ribarstvu-omoguava-jaanje-

plave-ekonomije-i  

    

https://www.glasistre.hr/more-i-nautika/investinfish-vrijedan-11-milijuna-kuna-europskim-novcem-do-bolje-valorizacije-domaceg-ulova-prerade-i-potrosnje-jadranske-ribe-679182
https://www.glasistre.hr/more-i-nautika/investinfish-vrijedan-11-milijuna-kuna-europskim-novcem-do-bolje-valorizacije-domaceg-ulova-prerade-i-potrosnje-jadranske-ribe-679182
http://www.regionalexpress.hr/site/more/ida-poticanje-inovacija-u-ribarstvu-omoguava-jaanje-plave-ekonomije-i
http://www.regionalexpress.hr/site/more/ida-poticanje-inovacija-u-ribarstvu-omoguava-jaanje-plave-ekonomije-i
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Article: “Radionica na temu uvođenja inovacija u ribolovni sektor”, published on HRT radio, on 11th 

November 2020 

Link: https://radio.hrt.hr/radio-pula/clanak/radionica-na-temu-uvoenja-inovacija-u-ribolovni-

sektor/250149/ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://radio.hrt.hr/radio-pula/clanak/radionica-na-temu-uvoenja-inovacija-u-ribolovni-sektor/250149/
https://radio.hrt.hr/radio-pula/clanak/radionica-na-temu-uvoenja-inovacija-u-ribolovni-sektor/250149/
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PP11 - MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (4 institutional page articles) 

 

In fourth reporting period, PP11 have published four articles on their institutional web page.  

The first one was published on 7th July 2020. PP11 project team participated in fishing for sardine purse 

seine on one of the ships FC "Omega 3" from Kali. Link to the article: 

https://www.savjetodavna.hr/2020/07/07/prizefish-suradnja-sa-sektorom/  

 

 

https://www.savjetodavna.hr/2020/07/07/prizefish-suradnja-sa-sektorom/
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The second article was published on 20th July 2020 on the institutional website. The workshop about 

“The effect of piloted innovative production solutions on the Adriatic fishery sector” was organized by 

the Zadar County in cooperation with the Croatian project partners FC Istra and the Italian partner 

O.P.Bivalvia. PP11 project manager - Valentina Andrić participated in organizing and moderating the 

workshop. Link to the article: https://www.savjetodavna.hr/2020/07/20/radionica-u-okviru-projekta-

prizefish-utjecaj-pilotiranih-inovativnih-proizvodnih-rjesenja-na-jadranski-ribarski-sektor/  

 

 

 

 

https://www.savjetodavna.hr/2020/07/20/radionica-u-okviru-projekta-prizefish-utjecaj-pilotiranih-inovativnih-proizvodnih-rjesenja-na-jadranski-ribarski-sektor/
https://www.savjetodavna.hr/2020/07/20/radionica-u-okviru-projekta-prizefish-utjecaj-pilotiranih-inovativnih-proizvodnih-rjesenja-na-jadranski-ribarski-sektor/
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The third published article was about the second workshop held on 29th September 2020 in Zadar. The 

workshop  "Innovative technology in catching small blue fish" was organized by PP1 Zadar County in 

cooperation with project partners PP11- Ministry of Agriculture and PP8- Omega 3. Link to the article : 

https://www.savjetodavna.hr/2020/10/07/inovativna-tehnologija-u-izlovu-male-plave-ribe-radionica-

projekta-prizefish/  

 

  

 

 

https://www.savjetodavna.hr/2020/10/07/inovativna-tehnologija-u-izlovu-male-plave-ribe-radionica-projekta-prizefish/
https://www.savjetodavna.hr/2020/10/07/inovativna-tehnologija-u-izlovu-male-plave-ribe-radionica-projekta-prizefish/
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The fourth articled was published on 3rd November 2020. Capacity building meeting „Fisheries in the 

Adriatic Region- a shared Ecosystem Approach“ was held in Komiža on the island of Vis on 27th October 

2020, as part of the implementation of the FAIRSEA project. The organizer was Public institution RERA 

from Split-Dalmatia County. Also, on the meeting other Interreg IT-CRO projects were presented, as 

PRIZEFISH, SUSHIDROP and Adri.SmArtFish. Valentina Andrić, PP11 project manager held a 

lecture"Innovative solutions through the PRIZEFISH project". Link to article: 

https://www.savjetodavna.hr/2020/11/03/odrzano-predavanje-pod-naslovom-inovativna-rjesenja-kroz-

projekt-prizefish/  

 

  

 

 

https://www.savjetodavna.hr/2020/11/03/odrzano-predavanje-pod-naslovom-inovativna-rjesenja-kroz-projekt-prizefish/
https://www.savjetodavna.hr/2020/11/03/odrzano-predavanje-pod-naslovom-inovativna-rjesenja-kroz-projekt-prizefish/
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LP- UNIBO 

The scientific publication in a peer-reviewed journal was published: 

Mulazzani, L., Piredda, L., Cerjak, M. and Camanzi, L. (2021), "Consumer appreciation of a shark-free 

eco-label for small pelagics", British Food Journal, Vol. 123 No. 13, pp. 88-104.  

Link to publication: https://doi.org/10.1108/BFJ-10-2020-0899 

 
 

https://doi.org/10.1108/BFJ-10-2020-0899
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PP1 ZADAR (1 press release, 5 publications, 1 radio broadcast) 

PP1 ZADAR published 1 publication in 5 different web portals and in 2 printed media with the same 

topic: "Promoting the importance of eco-labeling process to promote the label with added values”. 

Zadar County, Department for Agriculture, Fisheries, Water Management, Rural and Island Development 

held a meeting on June 2, 2021 in Zadar on (D3.4.2. Two Target Group/Stakeholder meeting in Italy and 

Croatia). The information about the meeting was sent to media and as a result some media published 

articles to invite stakeholders and to inform the public.  

 

Press release sent to media: 
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Links to press releases published on web portals: 

• “Brojni stručnjaci pričat će o važnosti ekološkog označivanja“ published on 057 info porta, on 

31st May 2021, link:http://m.057info.hr/vijest/brojni-strucnjaci-pricat-ce-o-vaznosti-ekoloskog-

oznacivanja/134357.html 

 

 

http://m.057info.hr/vijest/brojni-strucnjaci-pricat-ce-o-vaznosti-ekoloskog-oznacivanja/134357.html
http://m.057info.hr/vijest/brojni-strucnjaci-pricat-ce-o-vaznosti-ekoloskog-oznacivanja/134357.html
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• „PRIZEFISH - Promicanje važnosti procesa ekološkog označavanja s ciljem promocije oznake s 

dodanom vrijednosti“ published on INOVAcija portal, on 1st June 2021, link: 

http://www.inovacija-zadar.hr/novosti/prizefish--promicanje-vaznosti-procesa-ekoloskog-

oznacavanja-s-ciljem-promocije-oznake-s-dodanom-vrijednosti/324.html 

 
 

 

http://www.inovacija-zadar.hr/novosti/prizefish--promicanje-vaznosti-procesa-ekoloskog-oznacavanja-s-ciljem-promocije-oznake-s-dodanom-vrijednosti/324.html
http://www.inovacija-zadar.hr/novosti/prizefish--promicanje-vaznosti-procesa-ekoloskog-oznacavanja-s-ciljem-promocije-oznake-s-dodanom-vrijednosti/324.html
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• Sastanak u Centru za kreativne industrije o važnosti procesa ekološkog označavanja, published 

on ezadar portal, on 2nd June 2021, link:https://ezadar.net.hr/dogadaji/4043950/sastanak-u-

centru-za-kreativne-industrije-o-vaznosti-procesa-ekoloskog-oznacavanja/ 

 
 

 

 

 

https://ezadar.net.hr/dogadaji/4043950/sastanak-u-centru-za-kreativne-industrije-o-vaznosti-procesa-ekoloskog-oznacavanja/
https://ezadar.net.hr/dogadaji/4043950/sastanak-u-centru-za-kreativne-industrije-o-vaznosti-procesa-ekoloskog-oznacavanja/
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• Europski potrošač želi znati koji je ribar i kojeg dana ulovio ribu koju jede, published on Zadarski 

list on 3rd June 2021, link: https://www.zadarskilist.hr/clanci/03062021/europski-potrosac-zeli-

znati-koji-je-ribar-i-kojega-dana-ulovio-ribu-koju-jede 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.zadarskilist.hr/clanci/03062021/europski-potrosac-zeli-znati-koji-je-ribar-i-kojega-dana-ulovio-ribu-koju-jede
https://www.zadarskilist.hr/clanci/03062021/europski-potrosac-zeli-znati-koji-je-ribar-i-kojega-dana-ulovio-ribu-koju-jede
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• U Zadru održan novi sastanak u sklopu projekta Prizefish, published on Glas otoka portal on 4th 

June 2021, link https://glasotoka.hr/2021/06/04/u-zadru-odrzan-novi-sastanak-u-sklopu-

projekta-prizefish/ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://glasotoka.hr/2021/06/04/u-zadru-odrzan-novi-sastanak-u-sklopu-projekta-prizefish/
https://glasotoka.hr/2021/06/04/u-zadru-odrzan-novi-sastanak-u-sklopu-projekta-prizefish/
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Printed media: 

- On 3 of June 2021. Zadarski list – local newspaper published the article with the title “Europski 

potrošač želi znati koji je ribar I kojega dana ulovio ribu koju jede” 
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- On 28th of June 2021.  the article was published with the title “Cilj je osigurati bolju kvalitetu 

proizvoda I povećati konkurentnost na svjetskom tržištu  in Zadarski list – local newspaper 

special edition “Plava nit” 

 

 

 

 

Link to the Facebook post on eZadar facebook page 
created on related topic: 
https://www.facebook.com/eZadar.hr/posts/101590941
99284223 

 

https://www.facebook.com/eZadar.hr/posts/10159094199284223
https://www.facebook.com/eZadar.hr/posts/10159094199284223
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Radio show on Radio O57 

After sending press release for the meeting on “Promoting the importance of eco-labeling process to 

promote the label with added values „ Zadar County was invited to Radio “057” – local Radio station in 

Zadar, to participate on a radio show – live, on 23. of June at 10:15 (91:00 MHz). CM Kristina Stark 

participated in the show.   

 

PP9 ISTRA (1 press release- 1 TV broadcast) 

FC Istra talked about the Prizefish project and about our innovative product and it was broadcast on the 

Croatian television TV Nova and Poljoprivredna TV on 23rd of May. The video was published also on the 

Youtube channel.  

Link to the Youtube channel “BOJE ZEMLJE” and TV show broadcast 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjWUc09H6Ys  

Minutes that are representing FC Istra: 18:44 - 26:15  

Minutes about Prizefish project: 24:15 – 26:00  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjWUc09H6Ys
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PP10 BIVALVIA 

OP Bivalvia created the publication about sustainable fishing and activities in this period. The publication 
was published in newspaper “Il Gazzettino”, on 19th of February 2021. 
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PP3 – ASSAM 

ASSAM produced 1 press release regarding joint capacity building and cross border training 

event- Press release was published in 9 different media, and it was broadcasted on TV. 

a) Press release promoting PRIZEFISH joint capacity building and cross border training event 
held in Ancona on the 1st of October 2021 (1 press release, 9 publications, 1 TV broadcast) 
 
1) Corriere Adriatico – printed Newspapers_29-9-2021 
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2) Corriere Adriatico  – printed Newspapers_29-9-2021 
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3) Resto del Carlino – printed Newspapers_29-9-2021 
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4) “Mare, cibo e blue economy: ecco Tipicità in blu” - Ancona Today post_27-9-2021 
https://www.anconatoday.it/eventi/ancona-tipicita-in-blu.html 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.anconatoday.it/eventi/ancona-tipicita-in-blu.html
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5) “VALORIZZAZIONE DELLA QUALITÀ E DELLA SOSTENIBILITA’ DELLA FILIERA ITTICA IN 
ADRIATICO” - Tipicita in blu post_28-9-2021 
https://www.tipicitainblu.it/eventi/valorizzazione-della-qualita-e-della-sostenibilita-della-
filiera-ittica-in-adriatico/  

 

https://www.tipicitainblu.it/eventi/valorizzazione-della-qualita-e-della-sostenibilita-della-filiera-ittica-in-adriatico/
https://www.tipicitainblu.it/eventi/valorizzazione-della-qualita-e-della-sostenibilita-della-filiera-ittica-in-adriatico/
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6) “Salpa Tipicità in blu 2021: dichiarazioni e numeri” - Adriaeco post_28-9-2021 
https://www.adriaeco.eu/2021/09/28/salpa-tipicita-blu-2021-dichiarazioni-numeri/  

 

https://www.adriaeco.eu/2021/09/28/salpa-tipicita-blu-2021-dichiarazioni-numeri/
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7) “Tipicità in Blu, ad Ancona il Festival dei sapori del mare” - MCnet post_30-9-2021 
https://www.mcnet.tv/tipicita-in-blu-ad-ancona-il-festival-dei-sapori-del-mare/  

 
 

https://www.mcnet.tv/tipicita-in-blu-ad-ancona-il-festival-dei-sapori-del-mare/
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8) “Fine settimana tutto in blu per Ancona: tra futuro e sapori” - Adriaeco post_1-10-2021 
https://www.adriaeco.eu/2021/10/01/fine-settimana-blu-ancona-futuro-sapori/  

 
 
 
 

https://www.adriaeco.eu/2021/10/01/fine-settimana-blu-ancona-futuro-sapori/
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9) “Tutto l’Adriatico in un weekend” - Il Resto del Carlino post_1-10-2021 
https://www.ilrestodelcarlino.it/ancona/cronaca/tutto-ladriatico-in-un-weekend-1.6866407   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ilrestodelcarlino.it/ancona/cronaca/tutto-ladriatico-in-un-weekend-1.6866407
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10) One journalistic special report (local television) on the Prizefish event within "Tipicità in 

blue" initiative has been realized and published on the 1st of October 2021. The conference 

was broadcasted on the local TV Centro Marche. Many interviews to the partner were held. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Z6YLY9Vg0g&t=9s 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Z6YLY9Vg0g&t=9s
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PP9 – ISTRA  
 
PO Istra published an article on Istra Terra Magica (well-known Istrian web portal) ˝Innovative 

techniques and processes are imperative in food production in order to achieve added value of 

Adriatic fish products˝ 

 
a) 18.8.2021. – Press release about ˝Innovative techniques and processes are imperative in 
food production in order to achieve added value of Adriatic fish products˝ (1 press release, 1 
publication) 
1. “Inovativne tehnike i procesi imperativ u prehrambenoj proizvodnji u cilju postizanja dodane 
vrijednosti jadranskih ribljih proizvoda” - Istra terra magica post_18-8-2021 
https://www.istriaterramagica.eu/scena/eventi/inovativne-tehnike-i-procesi-imperativ-u-
prehrambenoj-proizvodnji-u-cilju-postizanja-dodane-vrijednosti-jadranskih-ribljih-proizvoda/  

 

 

https://www.istriaterramagica.eu/scena/eventi/inovativne-tehnike-i-procesi-imperativ-u-prehrambenoj-proizvodnji-u-cilju-postizanja-dodane-vrijednosti-jadranskih-ribljih-proizvoda/
https://www.istriaterramagica.eu/scena/eventi/inovativne-tehnike-i-procesi-imperativ-u-prehrambenoj-proizvodnji-u-cilju-postizanja-dodane-vrijednosti-jadranskih-ribljih-proizvoda/
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PP13 – RER 

RER released one press release on their webpage and reached wide public of the region. The 

topic of the press release was Prizefish messages and goals. 

1. posted on 7-12-2021:  
https://progeu.regione.emilia-romagna.it/it/prizefish/notizie/2021/prizefish-raggiunti-la-meta-
e-gli-obiettivi-stabiliti 

 

https://progeu.regione.emilia-romagna.it/it/prizefish/notizie/2021/prizefish-raggiunti-la-meta-e-gli-obiettivi-stabiliti
https://progeu.regione.emilia-romagna.it/it/prizefish/notizie/2021/prizefish-raggiunti-la-meta-e-gli-obiettivi-stabiliti
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PP7 – OGS  

+ PP2 

In this RP, OGS has prepared 1 scientific article in collaboration with CNR. 

1. Sandalli G., Malvarosa L., Cappell R., Libralato S., Scarcella G., 2021, Developing a regional 

certification scheme for Adriatic fisheries: Overview, opportunities, and challenges. Marine 

Policy (in review) 

Attached to this report is submitted article: Marine Policy - Developing a regional certification 

scheme for Adriatic fisheries: Overview, opportunities and challenges. (The report is the last in 

this document) 

 



Marine Policy
 

Developing a regional certification scheme for Adriatic fisheries: Overview,
opportunities and challenges

--Manuscript Draft--
 

Manuscript Number:

Article Type: Full Length Article

Keywords: Adriatic fisheries;  Certification;  Fisheries standards;  Mediterranean Sea.

Corresponding Author: Giulia Sandalli, Ph.D
IRBIM CNR: Istituto per le Risorse Biologiche e le Biotecnologie Marine Consiglio
Nazionale delle Ricerce
ITALY

First Author: Giulia Sandalli, PhD

Order of Authors: Giulia Sandalli, PhD

Loretta Malvarosa

Rod Cappell

Simone Libralato, PhD

Giuseppe Scarcella, PhD

Abstract: In recent years, fisheries standards and related seafood certification schemes have
emerged as market-based tools aimed at increasing market opportunities and product
value under protocols that encourage responsible fishing practices. Most
Mediterranean fisheries fail to meet the requirements set by the major global seafood
eco-labelling standards, such as the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) and the
Friend of the Sea (FoS) programmes. The reasons include a lack of management
plans, typically in small-scale fisheries, and the data-poor character of several
Mediterranean fisheries. Based on interviews with Italian and Croatian fishing
operators from the northern and central Adriatic Sea, this article examines the
arguments for the development of a regional, public-sponsored eco-label specific for
Adriatic fisheries. It found that: i) cooperation in addressing fisheries issues could
emerge faster within the Adriatic marine sub-region than in the Mediterranean basin; ii)
a regional certification could provide significant improvements both in Adriatic fisheries
management and in the marketing of local products; iii) international and regional
certifications can co-exist within the same fishery and even generate mutual benefits;
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1. Introduction 

ABSTRACT 
 

 

In recent years, fisheries standards and related seafood certification schemes have emerged 
as market-based tools aimed at increasing market opportunities and product value under 
protocols that encourage responsible fishing practices. Most Mediterranean fisheries fail to 
meet the requirements set by the major global seafood eco-labelling standards, such as the 
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) and the Friend of the Sea (FoS) programmes. The 
reasons include a lack of management plans, typically in small-scale fisheries, and the data-
poor character of several Mediterranean fisheries. Based on interviews with Italian and 
Croatian fishing operators from the northern and central Adriatic Sea, this article examines 
the arguments for the development of a regional, public-sponsored eco-label specific for 
Adriatic fisheries. It found that: i) cooperation in addressing fisheries issues could emerge 
faster within the Adriatic marine sub-region than in the Mediterranean basin; ii) a regional 
certification could provide significant improvements both in Adriatic fisheries management 
and in the marketing of local products; iii) international and regional certifications can co-
exist within the same fishery and even generate mutual benefits; iv) regional labels are 
ideally suited to take into consideration social and economic issues and local traditions and 
customs, which are not often embedded in global standards. These considerations prompted 
the development of a set of standards and a procedural framework for a specific Adriatic 
Responsible Fisheries Management certification programme. 

In the past few decades, private and public certification and eco-labelling schemes have emerged in a 
number of sectors, including fisheries (European Commission, 2016)1. Consumers are increasingly 
interested not only in information about the quality and origin of the products they buy, but also in 
the environmental impacts of their purchasing decisions. Consumers’ growing sensitivity towards 
sustainability has been incorporated into public policies and market strategies through a wide range 
of measures, including the development of sustainability certificates. The core aim of a ‘certification’ 
program is to assure consumers that a product complies with a set of conservation and sustainability 
standards. If consumers’ willingness to pay is proportional to their increased sensitivity, then 
producers may have the opportunity to increase their market share or to be rewarded with the 
‘premium price’, by translating the ‘value of sustainability’ into a higher market value for their goods. 
A further expansion of consumer interest in traceability and sustainability is expected, since the 
Covid-19 pandemic has engendered a certain diffidence in the declared origin and method of 
production of food products (see: Centre for the Promotion of Imports from developing countries – 
CBI, 2020)2. 

 As regards fisheries, market-based certification systems have been increasing in recent years. 
There are currently 30 such systems in the world, run by private entities or by States or public 
bodies (Parkes et al., 2010)3. Yet, their diffusion is still relatively limited, since few of them,  i.e. the 
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) and the Friend of the Sea (FoS) programmes, have a dominant 
and internationally recognised market position. 

 As noted by numerous independent studies (Constance and Bonanno, 2000; Gardiner and 
Viswanathan, 2004; Ponte, 2008; Gulbrandsen, 2009; Jacquet et al., 2010; Bush et al., 2013; 
Stratoudakis et al., 2015; Pérez-Ramírez et al., 2014; Pérez-Ramírez et al., 2015)4 fisheries certified 
according to these major schemes are not evenly distributed in the world. One reason for such 
uneven distribution is that the most widespread certification schemes are more suited to industrial 
large–scale than to small artisanal fisheries (Hadjimichael et al., 2015)5.This goes some way towards 
explaining why some areas like the Mediterranean Sea have a very limited number of certified 
fisheries, namely 2 MSC-certified and 14 FoS-certified fisheries. As regards market penetration, MSC 
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eco-labelled products are primarily sold in the United States and northern Europe, whereas in 
Mediterranean countries, where MSC-certified fisheries are few, their products have a relatively 
lower market diffusion (Bonanomi S. et al., 2017)6. Although the demand for certain products 
bearing the eco-label (chiefly canned tuna, sardine and anchovy) has recently been increasing in 
southern Europe, consumers in Italy, Greece, Spain and France prefer fresh to processed (e.g. 
canned) fish. Since consumers in these countries are traditionally more attentive to the origin and 
traceability of the fish they buy (Zander et al., 2021; Pirrone et al., 2017, Carlucci et al. 2015)7, the 
potential value added of certification –besides compliance with environmental standards, which is 
increasingly perceived as essential – lies primarily in the valorisation of product origin. 

 Given the characteristics of the Mediterranean region in terms of fleets (where small-scale 
fisheries account for 84% of all fleets - GFCM, 2020), resources (75% of stocks are overfished – 
SoMFI, 2020),  governance (stocks are shared) and markets (some products are mostly sold on local 
markets), the question arises whether a global/international scheme is the only/best option to 
increase fisheries certification in this area. In some regions, fishing industries and national 
governments have opted for setting up smaller, locally-based certification schemes, such as the 
Icelandic Responsible Fisheries (IRF), the Marine Eco-Label (MEL in Japan), the Alaska Responsible 
Fisheries Management Certification Program, and other similar projects in Canada and the United 
States (Fisheries Research 182, 2016; FAO, 2011)8. In the Mediterranean, although some preliminary 
analyses of opportunities for labelling small-scale fisheries have been performed (Penca et al., 
2021)9, proper labelling schemes are still awaiting development. 

Given the above considerations, this work discusses the opportunities for the development of a 
regional certification scheme for Adriatic fish products, the Adriatic Responsible Fisheries 
Management (ARFM) certification programme, which is being developed by [name of the research 
institution – Anonymous] in conjunction with Croatian and Italian partners including fishing 
operators, research institutions and public administrations. 

2. Regional and international certification: implications in the Mediterranean 
Sea 

 The MSC certification emerged in the 1990s, after governments’ actions to improve fisheries 
management through public policies and/or efforts by international organisations failed to respond 
to a number of challenges (e.g. the collapse of the cod fishery on the Grand Banks; Gutierrez et al., 
2016; Agnew et al., 2016)10. The development of third-party, market-based initiatives to tackle 
overexploitation and influence market demand through eco-labels has been prompted by a number 
of factors, including lacking or insufficient international regulations, inadequate (traditionally State-
run) measures to achieve sustainable exploitation, technological advances and the growth of 
industrial fisheries and the globalisation of markets (Adolf et al., 2015; Stratoudakis et al., 2015)11. 
There are currently 409 fisheries already certified according to the MSC standard and 89  undergoing 
assessment, accounting for 18,735 seafood products and for 17.4% of global wild marine catches 
(MSC, 2019-2020)12. Yet, in the Mediterranean, the Venetian wild harvested striped clam fished with 
hydraulic dredges in northern Adriatic Sea and the French Mediterranean bluefin tuna artisanal 
longline and handline fishery are the only MSC-certified fisheries. As regards FoS, 14 Mediterranean 
fishing companies (12 of them Italian) have been granted the FoS certificate for wild capture 
fisheries (FoS, 2019-2020)13. These figures suggest that fishery certification has begun to spread in 
the Mediterranean Sea (Gilles, 2017)14.  

 The main challenges stem from the multispecies nature of Mediterranean fisheries, where most 
fleets consist of small-scale vessels often catching mixed stocks with a variety of gears in the course 
of the same trip. The need for better data collection and the lack of specific management measures 
for some fisheries, particularly artisanal fleets, are major difficulties for the spread of certification 
programmes in the Mediterranean. Recently, a project, co-financed by MSC and the World Wildlife 
Found (WWF)(Medfish project, 2018)15, has applied the MSC standard and criteria to analyse the 

 1 
 2 
 3 
 4 
 5 
 6 
 7 
 8 
 9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seafood


4 

 

performance of 14 French and Spanish fisheries, selected as representative of Mediterranean fishing 
for their diversity in terms of scale, gears, management, target species and fishing grounds, among 
other parameters. More than half of the performance indicators, including governance, research, data 
collection and management measures were found to require improvement to reach the required MSC 
level*. Similarly, other MSC initiatives like the BluFish and Hellasfish projects, devised for fisheries 
respectively in Southern Italy and Greece (BluFish project; Hellasfish project)16, were developed to 
identify good practices to enhance Mediterranean fishery management and help their route towards 
sustainability and the MSC certification.  

 Besides improving fisheries performances, certifications according to local or regional 
standards would ensure that local and regional features are taken into consideration. Indeed, 
national certification programmes have been developed by governments and/or industries in several 
countries such as Japan, the United States, Alaska, Iceland and France. In a semi-enclosed but large 
sea like the Mediterranean –which is characterised by high ecological and socio-political complexity 
and where fishing resources are exploited and shared by EU and non-EU countries – regional 
certification schemes at the level of sub-basins, like the Adriatic Sea, would be more appropriate. 
Furthermore, the age-old fishing tradition in Mediterranean countries has created deep-rooted 
fishing communities and a preference for traditional local fish products, a feature that can be 
valorised into a regional certification scheme (see more on this point in Section 3). 

 The decision to develop a regional/national and/or to apply for global/international 
certification is not just a question of feasibility but also of profitability (Hosch, Gilles 2017)17, 
particularly when consumers tend to trust local/regional produce more than other products. Kvalvik 
et al. (2014)18 investigated why, despite the apparent similarity of their fishing industries, Iceland 
and Norway adopted different approaches to the certification of fishing sustainability, as Iceland 
developed its own national programme whereas Norway opted for the MSC standard. According to 
the authors, the main factors were a reluctance of Icelandic industries to be subjected to a foreign 
standard and organisation coupled to a strong belief in the market value of local produce, whereas 
Norway (like several other countries) seemed to focus on the dominant market position of MSC, also 
considering that its certification is increasingly becoming a sort of ‘customary requirement’ for many 
fish export companies. 

As concerns the reputational aspects, the advantages linked to a generic, global label potentially 
covering all fisheries in the world are also debated. On the one hand, international certification and 
eco-labelling provide undeniable advantages, especially when the international labels are recognised 
and highly regarded on some domestic markets (e.g. Germany and Switzerland). Notably, the MSC 
certification has provided important environmental benefits in several fisheries (Agnew et al., 
2014)19and brings premium prices, benefits relating to market access and reputation for retailers 
and harvesters (Wakamatsu, 2014; Sánchez et al. 2020; Blandon et al., 2021; Giacomarra et al. 
2021)20, besides social benefits (Pérez-Ramírez et al. 2012; Lallemand et al. 2017)21. Nonetheless, the 
global standards have been facing increasing criticism, since empirical evidence has highlighted 
multiple risks and limitations. For example, M. Hadjimichal et al. (2015)22 feel that the 
standardisation of what is sustainable can create a ‘vicious circle’, in which ‘the concept that the label 
is meant to be certifying is appropriated by the label itself, thus the label becoming synonymous of 

                                                             
* The most common weaknesses identified for each of the three MSC core principles are as follows: 

 Principle 1 (Sustainable fish stocks): poor state of target species’ stocks; need for more effective 
harvest strategies; absence of explicit harvest control rules (HCRs); 

 Principle 2 (Minimising environmental impacts): need for more information on fisheries impacts on 
other species, habitats and ecosystems; 

 Principle 3 (Effective management): inadequate specific objectives linked to maximum sustainable 
yield (MSY); insufficient or unclear decision-making processes; need for effective evaluations of 
management performance. 
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this concept’; in other words, the direct link between the concept of sustainability and the label can 
involve a risk (particularly when the label is dominant and widespread), by leading to a 
‘monopolisation’ of the concept of sustainability (Hadjimichal et al., 2015). Critically, several 
conservation organisations and other advocacy groups have questioned the credibility of the MSC 
process and its ability to identify healthy stocks, alleging that the MSC certificate has also been 
awarded to fisheries involved in overfishing (Christian et al., 2013)23. The applicability of the MSC 
programme to fisheries in the developing world has also been questioned. Despite the fact that these 
countries are the largest fish producers in the world (Stratoudakis et al. 2015)24, they are affected by 
severe difficulties; in particular, the often low quantity and quality of fisheries data has the potential 
to hamper certification (Deere, 1999)25. Finally, several studies suggest that small-scale fisheries may 
not be able to apply for the certification owing to the high costs of the programme and the lack of the 
substantial organisation needed for adhering to the protocols (see for instance Wakamatsu and 
Wakamatsu, 2017)26. Indeed, some representatives of the Icelandic fishing sector motivated their 
preference for a national scheme alleging, among other issues, that the ‘embodiment of their 
reputation in the international generic MSC could expose them to criticism and lack of trust because 
of malpractice of MSC fisheries in other countries’ (Kvalvik et al.). Last but not least, two criticisms 
often levelled at existing fisheries certification schemes are that most of them do not consider all 
possible criteria (in particular, MSC is lacking in socioeconomic aspects, which are only partially 
addressed by FoS) and that they provide a ‘conditional’ certification, i.e. the certification reflects a 
fishery’s commitment to improve its performances, but the fishery can use the label even though it 
has not yet met the standard’s requirements. The programmes thus promote future sustainability 
but at the same time appear to accept some negative situations. 

 

3. Factors in favour of a regional fisheries certification in the Adriatic Sea 
The work to develop a standard for a fisheries certification programme specific for the Adriatic Sea, 
the Adriatic Responsible Fisheries Management (ARFM) certification programme, began in 
2019 in the framework of the cross-border "Interreg V-A" cooperation programme between Italy and 
Croatia and of the EU Cohesion Policy. The programme is the first to be set up between the two 
countries since Croatia joined the EU in 2013.  

The EU strategy to promote a regional certification scheme in the Adriatic Sea is based on a number 
of factors. Firstly, the ARFM certification would be part of the EU Integrated Maritime Policy, which 
includes among its aims the adoption of region-tailored strategies based on cooperation among 
countries within the same sea basin, to foster the potential of the blue economy, i.e. the economic 
growth arising from a sustainable exploitation of marine resources (European Commission, 2007)27. 
Furthermore, the Adriatic basin is one of the most important and productive fishing grounds in the 
Mediterranean, ranking second in terms of production volume and fourth in terms of production 
value (General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean, GFCM, 2020)28, even though the local 
industry needs to make the fisheries more profitable. The fishing sector in this region therefore 
offers great opportunities to pursue the EU Blue Growth Strategy. In addition, its semi-enclosed 
nature involves that the coastal areas of the countries bordering the Adriatic have historical links 
and share a common cultural heritage, which is also reflected in traditional fishing practices and 
customs. The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) provides that the States 
bordering an enclosed or semi-enclosed sea should cooperate with each other in the exercise of their 
rights and the performance of their duties (Art. 123). Consistent with this principle, in recent 
decades the Adriatic-Ionian basin has benefited from a succession of cooperation initiatives, first on 
a bilateral and more recently on a multilateral basis, in several sectors including maritime transport 
and trade, ports and coastal industry, fishing, aquaculture and, increasingly, marine research, 
renewable energy, technologies, innovation and resource exploitation. At the same time, conflicts 
and unresolved maritime boundary disputes persist in the region. All Adriatic coastal States are EU 
member States with the exception of Montenegro and Albania (both candidate countries) and 

 1 
 2 
 3 
 4 
 5 
 6 
 7 
 8 
 9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 



6 

 

Bosnia-Herzegovina (a potential candidate). Therefore, the development of basin-wide governance 
relying potentially on well-established cooperative structures, falls under the scope of EU law and is 
an important and strategic interest for the EU. The growing importance of cooperation in the 
fisheries sector within the broader setting of the Union’s maritime governance is also reflected in the 
increasing number of certifications of origin for seafood products being developed in the EU 
(EUMOFA, 2020)29. Similarly, the EU Farm to Fork strategy for a fair, healthy and environmentally 
friendly food system (European Commission, 2020)30 is driving the seafood industry to move, 
through regulatory and non-regulatory initiatives, towards practices that facilitate healthy, 
sustainable choices for consumers. Indeed, the EU ‘marketing standards’ for fisheries and 
aquaculture products have recently been revised by the European Commission to incorporate 
sustainability aspects in the Common Market Organisation (STECF, 2020)31. 

4. Methodology  
The development of the ARFM certification involved a preliminary mapping of Adriatic fisheries 
(intended as a combination of species and gears), conducted to identify those that could potentially 
apply for the new standard. The volume and value of landings and the selectivity of their fishing 
technique led to the selection of eight fisheries, four on the Italian side and four on the Croatian side 
of the Adriatic.  

The mapping and selection steps were followed by consultations with Italian and Croatian fishing 
operators. In particular, in each of the eight fisheries, semi-structured interviews were conducted 
with fishers, fishery managers and/or ecologists/biologists to understand whether a regional 
Adriatic certification scheme, combining the concepts of ‘responsible fishery’ and ‘geographical 
location’ or ‘origin’ would meet their needs more effectively than a global scheme (e.g. MSC or FoS). 
The interviews included questions on fishery governance, ecological issues, the socioeconomic 
characteristics of the fleet as well as the specific features and history of each fishery and the 
opportunities that may be provided by a specific Adriatic certification.  

5. ‘Italian’ Adriatic fisheries 
The first fishery to be considered holds the MSC certificate. It combines the Striped venus clam fished 
by hydraulic dredges and other bivalve fisheries practiced in the northern Adriatic Sea, i.e. Razor 
clam fished by hydraulic dredges (port of Chioggia), Common cuttlefish fished by fyke nets,  Spottail 
mantis squillid fished with small pots and Hand harvesting of mussels by scuba divers on Adriatic 
gas platforms (port of Marina di Ravenna). For the Chioggia fisheries, respondents were the 
managers of a local Producer Organisation [name of the company – Anonymous]. In Marina di 
Ravenna, biologists and ecologists of a research body engaged in the development of environmental 
protection projects [name of the research institution – Anonymous] supported the interviews of some 
affiliated fishers. Clearly, the ARFM certification is of scarce interest to operators who do not seek 
wider markets and whose simple and functional organisation is sufficient for their purposes. This 
was the case of a long-established cooperative gathering around twenty small-scale fishermen, based 
in the port of Ancona, which supplies restaurants and retailers with their own produce (mainly 
molluscs) and with imported seafood. 
  

5.1. First consultation 
The first consultation concerned bivalve molluscs in the northern Adriatic Sea. The main target 
resource of the PO [anonymous] members, who operate in the Venice coastal area from Chioggia to 
Caorle, is the striped venus clam (Chamelea gallina). Other bivalve species including razor clam 
(Ensis minor), smooth clam (Callista chione) and European aurora venus clam (Venerupis aurea) are 
fished locally with hydraulic dredges. These bivalve fisheries are managed by two Consortia, the  
[Anonymous] of Venice and the [Anonymous] of Chioggia, both working under the umbrella of the PO 
[Anonymous]. The Consortia and the PO have distinct and well-defined roles: the former are 
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responsible for the management measures (mainly limitation of fishing days and setting of maximum 
daily fishing quotas on a co-management basis), whereas the latter helps fishing operators match 
supply and demand and supports them in creating value added for their products. This organisation, 
and a resource management system based on rotation and selectivity, allowed  [Anonymous] to be 
granted, in July 2018, the first MSC certification in the Mediterranean Sea for the Striped venus clam 
(Chamelea gallina) fished by hydraulic dredges. Consultation with the PO thus offered a unique 
opportunity to assess the interest of fisheries already holding a global certification in holding a 
regional certification.  

Respondents stressed that the value added of an Adriatic certification scheme lies in the ability to use 
the geographical attribute to distinguish their production from that of other companies. This could 
result in a ‘win-win situation’ for both the striped venus clam and the razor clam fisheries. As regards 
the former, the current MSC certification (for one of the two frozen brands distributed by  
[Anonymous]) could easily coexist with a new Adriatic certification. Since their MSC certificate is 
quite recent and takes some time to show an effect, there are no available statistics to assess its 
impact on sales. However, since there are very few competitors on the Italian market for frozen 
certified clams, the price that [anonymous] obtains is quite stable, ranging from 6.00 to 8.00 EUR/kg, 
higher than the price of processed and packaged fresh clams. In fact, ‘fresh’ striped venus clam (of 
which  [Anonymous] has a 20-25% share of the national market) are mainly sold to local wholesalers 
and their price varies according to market demand and supply (due to the presence of competitors), 
ranging between 2.80 and 5.90 EUR/kg.  

The [Anonymous] managers suggested that the ARFM certification could set their fresh clams apart 
from those of local competitors and stabilise prices, whereas the MSC certification would be kept for 
their frozen product, to penetrate (and keep stable) foreign markets such as Germany and 
Switzerland, where an international certification is critical. The work involved in keeping the MSC 
certification could help [Anonymous] to achieve the ARFM. The two labels, which under some 
respects are complementary (for instance, the socioeconomic aspects are addressed by the ARFM 
and not the MSC standard) could reinforce each other in their respective markets. 

The regional certificate could be useful for the razor clam fishery, which is quite recent. In fact, in 
autumn 2019 adverse meteorological conditions in the Venice lagoon area, including high water and 
flooding of the main rivers, almost destroyed a razor clam stock brought from the Tyrrhenian Sea for 
experimental restocking. Restoration of this fishery is important to the PO members, because razor 
clam used to be fished also in the northern Adriatic (Chioggia, Venice and Monfalcone). The razor 
clam beds were sowed again in 2020. In a case like this, a local certification scheme has a greater 
potential than a global one to represent the ‘story behind the product’, which is the result of good 
practices and of the successful restocking effort.  

 5.2. Second consultation    
The second group of fisheries, Common cuttlefish (Sepia officinalis) fished by fyke nets,  Spottail 
mantis squillid fished with small pots and Wild mussels collected from Adriatic gas platforms, are 
practiced by fishers based in the port of Marina di Ravenna (northern Adriatic). Respondent here 
were local fishers and some biologists and researchers of  [Anonymous], a non-profit organisation 
that works with fishing enterprises and involves them in projects aimed at innovating traditional 
fishing systems. Local common cuttlefish is captured by an artisanal fishery using small vessels (not 
longer than 12 m) and a very selective gear. These characteristics make the fresh product very well 
accepted by local consumers and commands a fairly high price. In such a context, the interest in 
joining a regional certification programme may consist in the reward for responsible practices 
adopted by local operators, such as cuttlefish egg recovery. In fact, the eggs laid in the pots are 
considered as valuable bycatch by local fishers, who rather than flushing their pots with chemical 
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additives to clean them, retrieve the eggs in ad hoc collectors and release them back to the sea1. 
Although the effect of this practice on cuttlefish population dynamics has not been determined, it 
does favourably affect the image of the fishery and contributes to preserve traditional fishery 
culture. These consultations with fishers and biologists suggested that an Adriatic certification 
programme would offer the opportunity not only to reward these practices, but also to present them 
as a local characteristic in the broader context of northern Adriatic markets. However, despite these 
valuable practices, this fishery would probably be unable to meet the more complex requirements of 
the MSC standard. 
Wild mussels growing on the steel legs of offshore gas platforms are highly appreciated in the 
Ravenna area (northern Adriatic Sea). The harvest is performed by scuba divers and specialised 
technical operators under an exclusive agreement stipulated with local fishing operators by the rig 
owner (Ente Nazionale Idrocarburi, ENI). Mussels are collected manually by scraping them off the 
legs, contributing to keep the platforms clean. Only individuals larger than 25 mm are collected, in 
line with minimum landing size regulations. 
The analyses systematically carried out by the local health service have consistently found these 
mussels to be safe and of a quality far superior to the one of farmed mussels. This is due to the fact 
that the platforms are far removed from coastal sewage systems and exposed to strong currents. 
Wild mussel from Ravenna are therefore in strong demand, mainly from local consumers and 
restaurants and command a high price (consumer price is around €4.5/kg) that may be twice the 
one of farmed mussels. The fishing operators involved in their harvesting are organised in two 
cooperatives (coordinated, for marketing, by an ATI, a temporary association of enterprises). In the 
interview, they showed a willingness to test an Adriatic certification scheme, especially because it 
can represent a chance to differentiate wild from farmed product and ensure its traceability. In fact, 
it is quite common for some fishmongers to sell farmed product as wild. Another factor in favour of 
the ARFM certification, according to these operators, is that the new certification scheme could 
support the ability of the product to penetrate new markets and to attract a larger number of buyers, 
given that the marketing of wild mussels is currently based on a local and self-controlled supply 
chain.  

  

6. ‘Croatian’ Adriatic fisheries 
As regards the Croatian coast of the Adriatic, the analysis focused on three fisheries in the Istria area, 
practiced by the Cooperative [Anonymous]. A fishery currently being evaluated for the MSC 
certification, Sardine and anchovy fished by purse seines by the members of the Fishing Association 
[Anonymous], was also examined. 

6.1. First consultation 
The three fisheries are all practiced by the members of [Anonymous], which operates in Istria 
(northern Adriatic) through around 50 vessels. The first target species analysed was Common sole 
(Solea solea) fished by trammel nets using small boats operating, generally overnight, three miles off 
the coast of Parenzo and Pola. These nets have a relatively low impact on protected and vulnerable 
species, they are selective, they involve minimal bycatch and are rarely lost. The common sole caught 
with trammel nets are generally sold to local restaurants and on the Italian market. Although the 
three to six fishermen per boat are locals, the PO managers believe that Philippine and Nepalese 
workers will make up a part of the crew in the future. Boats are manufactured in Italy, whereas 
trammels are bought from local shops.  

The second fishery was Queen scallop (Pecten jacobaeus) fished by rampons, the local name for beam 
bottom trawlers. This fishery is planning a pilot action to test modified rampons made by a 

                                                             
1A pilot action is under way to test ‘eggs collectors’ also on rigid pots, not only on fyke nets, since rigid pots are 
more selective and do not need to be removed in case of adverse weather conditions to avoid egg destruction. 
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manufacturer in Italy, with features that would reduce its impact on benthic and non-target species 
besides improving fuel use/efficiency. 

Finally, Deep water rose shrimp (Parapenaeus longirostris) fished by trawls is purchased fresh (not 
frozen) by the PO from another fishing company. Shrimp are then sold to local restaurants or 
processed through a de-shelling machine to produce ‘shrimp burgers’.  

The [Anonymous] representatives stated that an Adriatic certification could be an opportunity for all 
three fisheries to add value to new processed products and to provide consumers with information 
on the origin of the seafood and production methods. They feel that the processed products that 
would benefit most are ‘scallop salad’, ‘scallop burger’ and ‘shrimp burger’. Another key issue is the 
opportunity to associate environmental protection with the social dimension of sustainability, which 
is not covered by the vast majority of the fishery certification programmes, including the MSC 
standard.  

6.2. Second consultation  
The second consultation in Croatia regarded sardine and anchovy caught by purse seines under the 
umbrella of [Anonymous], a 16-member company operating in the archipelago of Zadar and 
accounting for 20-25% of the Croatian catch of small pelagics. In June 2017, it signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the WWF and the Ministry of Agriculture of Croatia (Directorate of Fisheries) 
to implement an ‘Adriatic small pelagic fishery improvement project (FIP)’, directed at enabling local 
operators to reach the sustainability standards required to enter the full MSC assessment. The 
interview highlighted that an Adriatic certification programme could facilitate the achievement of 
the MSC standard by ‘anticipating’, at the regional level, some elements increasingly included in the 
MSC standard, such as new issues related to environmental protection (e.g. reduction of marine 
plastic waste) and social aspects. In addition, sardine and anchovy are iconic traditional fisheries in 
the region, with even an important food festival devoted to them every year. Therefore, a regional 
label may increase the market share of Adriatic local products and at the same time foster tourism, 
which is a key economic sector in Croatia. 
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7. Adriatic Responsible Fisheries Management (ARFM) certification 
programme  

 

The consultations described above generated a proposal for an Adriatic Responsible Fisheries 
Management (ARFM) certification programme, whose Standards and Procedural Framework are 
presented below. 

 

7.1. Standards 

The ARFM certification standards consist of 3 key principles or ‘pillars’:  
1. GOVERNANCE 
2. ENVIRONMENT 
3. SOCIOECONOMIC ASPECTS.  
Each pillar includes a number of Supporting Articles (SAs) articulated into a set of Specific Indicators 
(SIs), as outlined in Table 1. The SAs are excerpts from the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible 
Fisheries, from the FAO Guidelines for eco-labelling of fish and fishery products from marine capture 
fisheries and from EU Common Fishery Policy (CFP) regulations (notably Regulation EU No. 
1380/2013). The SAs provide the legal basis for the ARFM standard, whereas fishery performances 
are ‘evaluated’ and ‘scored’ according to the individual SIs.  
In particular, a first evaluation of the fishery is performed at the level of the entire fleet operating in 
the area, to assess its ‘conformity’ with the standard (Component of Evaluation, CoE). A second 
evaluation is made at the level of the fishers (individuals or POs), to assess the ‘compliance’ with the 
standard of each operator (Component of Accreditation, CoA). A score of 4 to 10 is assigned for each 
SI. Certification according to the ARFM standard requires a score of at least 6 in each SI being 
certified.  

 
Table 1 – Structure of the ARFM Standards 

Pillars  Supporting Articles (SAs) Specific Indicators (SIs) 

 

 

GOVERNANCE 

(1) 

1.1. There shall be a structured and legally mandated management system 
based upon and respecting international, national, and local fishery laws, 
for the responsible utilisation of the target stock and conservation of the 
marine environment. 

1.1.1. Legislation  

1.1.2. Cooperation  

 

1.2. A clear decision-making process is part of the management system to 
achieve the objectives foreseen by international, national, and local 
fishery laws and has an appropriate approach to avoid conflicts. 

1.2.1. Environmental policies  

1.2.2. Management plan or a 
set of management measures 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

(2) 

2.1. There shall be an effective fishery data (dependent and independent) 
collection and analysis system for stock management purposes. 

2.1.1. Data collection/ 
Statistics 

2.2. To support its optimum utilisation, there shall be regular stock 
assessment activities appropriate for the fishery resource—its range, the 
species biology, and the ecosystem—all undertaken in accordance with 
acknowledged scientific standards. 

2.2.1. Institutional framework 

2.2.2. Data-limited approach 

2.3. Management actions and measures for the conservation of stock and 
the aquatic environment shall be based on the precautionary approach. 
Where information is deficient, a suitable method using risk assessment 
shall be adopted to take into account uncertainty. 

2.3.1. Precautionary approach 

2.3.2. Absence of information 

2.4. Considerations of fishery interactions and their effects on the 
ecosystem shall be based on best available science, local knowledge where 
it can be objectively verified, and a risk-based management approach to 
determine the most probable adverse impacts. Adverse impacts of the 
fishery on the ecosystem shall be appropriately assessed and effectively 

2.4.1 Ecosystem impacts 

2.4.2. Food web 
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addressed. 

 

 

SOCIOECONOMIC 

(3) 

3.1. The economic, social, and cultural value of resources (e.g. where a 
fishery is based on local traditions) shall be assessed in order to assist 
decision making on their use. 

3.1.1. Economic conditions 

3.2. Excess fishing capacity shall be avoided and exploitation of the stocks 
shall remain economically viable. 

3.2.1. Capacity indicators 

3.3. The fishery activity shall work in full compliance with international 
laws on labour and human rights. 

3.3.1. Human rights and safety 
on board 

 

7.1.1 Pillar 1: Governance 
The Sis of the ‘Governance’ pillar assess whether at the CoE level the fishery’s management system 
respects the international, EU and national laws and standards for the rational exploitation of fishery 
resources, including the GFCM measures, the FAO Code of conduct and guidelines, the Common 
Fisheries Policy of the European Union, national legislation and the fishery management regulations 
relevant for Adriatic countries. The indicators in this pillar also evaluate the presence and effective 
application of horizontal strategies and environmental regulations and policies (e.g. the EU Marine 
Strategy Framework Directive, the Water Framework Directive, the Integrated Coastal Zone 
Management and Maritime Spatial Planning strategies) and of EU or international cooperation 
mechanisms and multi-annual plans or other stock management measures. Next, the CoA is assessed 
in terms of the level of enforcement of the legal framework, i.e. whether and how the applicant 
complies with regulations. A low CoA score does not necessarily entail a low CoE score (and 
viceversa); for example, the applicant may have adopted some good voluntary practices and/or 
improvement/pilot actions towards a more responsible fishery.   

 

7.1.2 Pillar 2: Environment 
The SIs of the ‘Environment’ pillar, assess at the CoE level data collection, which is a prerequisite for 
understanding the state of fished stocks and the fishery’s impacts on the resource. The SIs are also 
based on the strength of scientific research to assess the level of resource exploitation, if necessary 
also considering simplified or data-limited approaches (especially in case of small-scale fisheries, 
where data collection is poor). The SIs also evaluate the integration of the precautionary and 
ecosystem approaches into operators’ fishing practices, especially the assessment of the potential 
risks related to inadequate knowledge or information. The SIs related to ecosystem impacts quantify 
the possible adverse effects of the fishery on the environment and on other species, based on 
indicators that account for both direct and indirect mediated effects (that can also be obtained 
through models) of fishery-induced mortality. Finally, SI 2.4.2.,‘Food web’, concerns the development 
of a model to estimate the role of target species in the food web through indicators of trophic 
position, key stoneness or topological centrality in the food web, to understand and quantify possible 
trophic cascade effects of fisheries removal. 

 

7.1.3 Pillar 3: Economic and social aspects 
The SIs of the ‘Economic and Social’ pillar evaluate, first of all, whether the fishery being assessed 
promotes sustained and sustainable economic growth and full and productive employment. At the 
CoE level, they assess the ability of the data collection system to address the economic aspects, 
whereas the CoA parameters include the ability of the sector to promote fair and responsible 
fisheries and to support generational turnover, e.g. attract the young to the sector, which is a major 
problem of Mediterranean fisheries. The ability of the sector to promote the valorisation of landings 
through a better organisation of supply is also evaluated at the CoE and CoA levels. At the CoE level, 
the balance between fleet capacity and fishing opportunities is considered by establishing whether a 
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system to measure fleet capacity is in place and whether research has been conducted to determine 
or estimate whether fishing capacity ensures the sustainable use of the resource. At the CoA level, the 
SIs assess compliance/implementation with the provisions regulating the social dimension of the 
CFP and those of international regulations and standards (e.g. onboard safety and security, social 
rights, women’s participation and recognition).Traceability issues, such as fishers’ use of texts at the 
time of landing to mark the entry of the fish in the value chain and the development of a common 
platform based on the blockchain technology to record all subsequent movement of the product, 
complement the Economic and Social pillar in the further development of the ARFM certification 
standard for chain of custody certification. 

The proposed Standards are accompanied by a Procedural Framework setting out the six stages of 

the ARFM certification process: 1. Application; 2. Preliminary evaluation (optional); 3. In-depth 

evaluation; 4. Certification; 5. Progress Monitoring; 6. Re-certification (Fig. 1). 

 

Fig. 1. The ARFM certification process  

The ‘preliminary evaluation’ (stage 2) may be performed to highlight potential challenges affecting 

the certification and prepare the applicant to undergo an ‘in-depth evaluation’ (stage 3). After being 

granted the ARFM certificate, the fishery enters a surveillance stage with audits performed every two 

years. The ARFM certificate expires after 8 years and may be renewed through a re-certification 

process.  

8. Conclusions 
 A new regional standard, developed specifically for Adriatic fisheries, is presented. Most 
Mediterranean fisheries do not meet the requirements of global certification schemes, yet most need 
innovative strategies to add value to local products and expand market opportunities. A possible 
approach is through a regional certification scheme. This is especially appropriate in a sub-basin, like 
the Adriatic Sea, where fishing is traditionally an important source of income for numerous coastal 
communities. Here, too, integration and cooperation among coastal States have deep roots in several 
areas, including the maritime economy, and have contributed to shape a regional identity that could 
provide a sound basis for further cooperation in the fishery sector. 
 The Italian and Croatian fisheries examined via interviews with fishing operators have 
demonstrated the potential of fisheries in geographical sub-area GSA17 (Northern Adriatic Sea) and 
GSA18 (Southern Adriatic Sea) to benefit from a regional certification scheme, which is expected to 
provide greater price stabilisation on local markets, access to new markets, value added for local 
products (fresh and/or processed) and rewards for responsible fishing practices undertaken by local 
operators. Indeed, a label indicating ‘product origin’ and ensuring ‘responsible fishing’ seems to meet 
the current needs of several Adriatic fishers, since these two elements improve their positioning on 
domestic and foreign markets, respectively. 
In particular, the ARFM certification would enhance the value of Adriatic fish produce on some 
markets where geographical provenance is considered important by local consumers (e.g. southern 
Europe). In addition, the managers of fishing companies operating close to the major tourist ports of 
the Adriatic (especially those involved in the wild mussel fishery on the Adriatic gas platforms in 
Marina di Ravenna and those exploiting small pelagic fisheries in Zadar) stressed that a regional 

1. 
Application 

2. 
Preliminary 
evaluation 
(optional)

3. In-depth 
evaluation 

4. 
Certification

5. Progress 
monitoring

6. RE-
certification 

(optional) 
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certification scheme based on ecological and social responsibility would also enhance the 
attractiveness of local products, contributing to tourism development. In fact, these locations are 
frequent destinations of tourists from northern Europe, who are very attentive to eco-labelling.  
Critically, certification according to a regional standard does not preclude future or current 
certification under international/global programmes, but would actually constitute a useful step 
towards future assessment by global certification schemes. Indeed, the analysis of two of the 
fisheries taken into account, Striped venus clam fished with hydraulic dredges and Small pelagics 
(sardine and anchovy) fished by purse seines, highlighted that international and regional schemes 
can coexist and even reinforce each other. In particular, the two certifications could be used to label 
different products of the same fishery (e.g. fresh and frozen fish) targeting different markets; at the 
same time, holding two certificates would heighten a fishery’s reputation. 
Besides enhancing product marketing, the ARFM certification provides a more comprehensive 
fishery assessment framework that would allow overcoming some drawbacks of most current 
certification schemes. Notably, the European Commission (DG MARE) has recently modified some 
elements of the Common Market Organisation of fisheries and aquaculture products to incorporate 
sustainability criteria in seafood marketing standards (a method that is intended to be 
complementary, not alternative to certification), in line with the EU Farm to Fork Strategy for a fair, 
healthy and environmentally-friendly food system (COM/2020/381 final)32. With regard to the 
sustainability indicators used in selected certification schemes and labels (MSC, FoS, Pêche Durable, 
Valduvis, Iceland Responsible Fisheries Management, FAO guidelines on Fisheries certification, 
Marine Conservation Society), the Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries 
(STECF) of the European Commission noted that whereas the environmental issues are extensively 
covered by most schemes, social issues are considered only by some of them whereas the economic 
aspects are less addressed (STECF-20-05. 2021)33. 

Whereas the scientific, legal and technical requirements included in the ARFM certification are in line 
with the FAO guidelines (like MSC and FoS), the proposed standard has a broader scope. In fact, 
besides the governance and environmental pillars, it encompasses social and economic issues, thus 
embracing all three dimensions of sustainability (environmental, economic and social) of the cross-
sector approach of the CFP. For instance, among the economic SIs –such as the collection of relevant 
economic data (CoE level) and the ability of a fishery to improve operator skills and create good 
employment conditions or to organise supply to match market demand (CoA level) –new aspects 
include the use of blockchain technologies to improve product traceability since the time of landing, 
which is not covered by existing schemes.  

Clearly, the ARFM standards need to be coordinated with a chain of custody certification system (as 
in the case of the MSC certification, which is based on a double set of requirements, the Fisheries 
Standard and the Chain of Custody Standard). In this respect, the proposed certification seeks to 
anticipate in the standards used to assess whether a fishery is well managed and responsible, several 
good practices that are linked to the chain of custody evaluation, such as the use of texts by fishers at 
the time of landing, to mark the first identification of the product which is immediately sent to the 
processing industry or the distribution channels.  

As regards the social dimension, the SIs of the ARFM certification incorporate the international 
labour standards about conditions of work on board fishing vessels, developed by the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO), as well as the social framework of the CFP, notably Directive (EU) 
2017/159, concerning the implementation of the ILO Work in Fishing Convention, 2007 into EU Law 
and the provisions of Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013, regarding the social aspects of fisheries.  

Last but not least, the ARFM certification is expected to provide the stimulus for the development of 
similar regional certification schemes in other areas of the Mediterranean, to exploit local 
characteristics, reinforce good fishing practices and take advantage of local acceptance and trust on 
traditional and local fisheries. 
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