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EVENT FOLLOW-UP REPORT 
Participation to the ADRIATIC SEA FORUM in 

Dubrovnik on 4th and 5th May 2023 
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Event summary 

Type of event physical 

Location Dubrovnik 

Date of the event 4th and 5th May 2023 

Time/Duration 2 days forum 

Purpose of the event (What was 
the objective?) 

Ensuring cruise and ferry traffic growth, optimising sea passenger 
handling and pinpointing fresh initiatives in order to curb 
environmental impacts. These and other issues were the focus of 
the first Summit of Adriatic Port Presidents, an unprecedented 
gathering of top figures from ports and national trade associations 
during the ADRIATIC SEA FORUM. This unique and never-before 
held meeting in the Adriatic area ended with the signing of a 
declaration of intent on future initiatives and activities that can be 
implemented in the tourist ports of call of the countries flanking the 
Adriatic Sea.  

Short description of the event 
(what happened during the 
event?) 

The international, itinerant forum organised by Risposte Turismo 
and dedicated to maritime tourism in the Adriatic Sea, was held in 
Dubrovnik after five previous editions held in Trieste, Dubrovnik, 
Budva, Ancona and Bari. 
The 2023 edition of the forum has been hosted in Dubrovnik in 
partnership with Dubrovnik Port Authority and City of Dubrovnik. 
The sixth edition of the Adriatic Sea Forum began with opening 
speeches by Blaž Pezo, General Manager of Dubrovnik Port 
Authority, Mato Franković, Mayor of Dubrovnik, Joško Cebalo, 
Deputy Prefect of the DubrovnikNeretva Region and Josip Bilaver, 
State Secretary of the Ministry of the Sea, Transport and 
Infrastructures of Croatia. 
The forum hosted more than 15 encounters and debates on the 
tourism potential and the challenges facing the Adriatic area. It was 
attended by over 50 international speakers and more than 250 
operators representing the various professional categories 
involved in maritime tourism in the Adriatic. 
At the end of the first day of the forum, the first Summit of the 
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Presidents of the Adriatic Ports took place behind closed doors. 
The summit - the result of a joint effort on the part of Risposte 
Turismo, Assoporti and the Croatian Port Authorities Association - 
offered a new opportunity for dialogue between the heads of 
the ports and the national trade associations. 
In this framework the results of SUSPORT project were also 
discussed, highlighting the importance of the sustainability in the 
ports and maritime sector. 

Results/Outcomes of the event 
(What are the takeaways from 
the event?) 

The presence of SUSPORT at Adriatic Sea Forum allowed to 
widen the scope of target groups to professionals and experts in 
the domain of freight, cruise and passenger transport sector. 

Number of attendees 1. Over 5,000 recipients for Adriatic Sea Forum / Tourism Answers 
promotional mailings. 
2. Over 250 accredited attendees over the two days of the forum 
3. Social profiles Risposte Turismo: 1,800+ followers on Linkedin, 
560+ on Twitter 
4. Adriatic Sea Forum social profiles: 4,600 followers on Linkedin, 
530+ on Twitter 

Type of stakeholders/target 
groups that were represented 

policy makers, national, regional and local institutions, port 
authorities, research, scientific institution and academia, private 
companies 
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ADRIATIC SEA FORUM – Dossier 
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