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The Mediterranean Sea represents 1% of
total ocean surface but produces € 415
Bln/y, e.g., 20% global Gross Marine
Product. It hosts 30% of global sea-borne
trade, 450 ports/terminals, the 2nd World’s
largest market for cruise ships, half of the
EU’s fishing fleet, 400 UNESCO sites and 265
protected areas.

It is facing relevant environmental
challenges (associated with climate change,
pollution, overfishing, etc.) and it does not
efficiently exploit local biodiversity, deep
sea resources, renewable energy, etc.
Such challenges/opportunities cannot be
addressed/implemented by any EU MS or
local Country individually, but require a
common/shared Vision and R&I Agenda.

The Blue Economy in the Mediterranean Sea



The BLUEMED initiative: aims and actions

April  2014 >>
Priority of the 
Programme of 

the Italian 
Presidency of 
the EU Council

Oct 2015 >> Venice 
Declaration endorsed 

by 10 EU Member 
States and launch of 

the BLUEMED 
Strategic R&I Agenda

Oct 2016 
BLUEMED 
CSA  and 
other R&I 
projects
started

(€43 Mln)

April-May 2017 >> BLUEMED-
UfM Conference & Valletta 

Declaration endorsed by UfM, 
28 EU MS and Commissioners 

Moedas  & Vella

Nov 2015 >>
UfM Ministerial
Declaration on 
BlueEconomy

Nov 2017>>
BLUEMED WG 
EuroMed GSO
Launched
(coordination
EC and UfM)

The R&I BLUEMED Initiative fosters integration of knowledge and efforts of
Countries of the Mediterranean for a more sustainable blue growth in the area.

http://www.bluemed-initiative.eu/

Cyprus,Croatia,France, 

Greece,Italy,Malta, 

Portugal,Slovenia,Spain

Algeria,Egypt,Israel, 

Morocco,Tunisia,Jordan

Turkey

It was launched and implemented by the EU MS of the area in close cooperation
with the EU commission (DG RTD, DG MARE). It was then open to all Countries
of the area interested in joining it.
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ACTION PLAN (2021)

http://www.blueme
d-initiative.eu/wp-
content/uploads/20
21/05/Bluemed_Fin
al_Implementation_
Plan_D2.10_high_re
solution.pdf

The BLUEMED R&I priorities



The marine litter sources in the Mediterranean 



The marine litter distribution in the Mediterranean

After Gargani 2019



7

BLUEMED Countries launched (April 2018)
a Pilot for a plastic-free, healthy
Mediterranean Sea with the actions:

• Mapping in all Countries ongoing
actions and initiatives with clear
technological, business, policy,
educational and social impacts (2019);

• Set up a joint digital platform to share
the mapped initiatives/projects and
the best experiences (2020);

• Building a broad partnership to
implement joint concrete actions to
remarkably reduce marine litter in the
Mediterranean sea (2021-).

Mediterranean sea: 1% of the world
water with 7% of the global microplastics
detected so far in marine habitats.

http://www.bluemed-initiative.eu/pilot-action-on-a-healthy-plastic-free-mediterranean-sea/


Example#1: the BlueMed Pilot Italian Hub –
mapped projects and initiatives

8last update  15/06/2021Details and interactive mapping on:  http://www.bluemed-initiative.eu/pilot-action-on-a-healthy-plastic-free-mediterranean-sea/

Actions identified and mapped:
• Monitoring and Assessment
• Preventing/ Recycling / Circular 

thinking
• Collection and Valorization
• Education/Training/Communication
• Policies/Regulatory 

framework/Financing

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6253616/
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13 University/ Research Center

3 National Environmental
Associations

1 Public health institution

1 National Cluster
(Blue Growth)

1 National Consortium for 
the collection and recycling
of plastic packaging

2 National Associations of 
plastic producers

3 Large Companies/Start up

1  National association of 
Fishery sector

and more..

Launched at MIUR on July 25, 2019 and integrated on October 9, 2020

 more than 70 among full/pilot scale initiatives and prominent R&I projects (EU/national/regional) 

Example#1: the BlueMed Pilot Italian Hub –
mapped projects and initiatives



Example#2: the BlueMed Pilot Greek Hub –
mapped projects and initiatives

10last update  15/06/2021Details and interactive mapping on:  http://www.bluemed-initiative.eu/pilot-action-on-a-healthy-plastic-free-mediterranean-sea/

After: Kikaki A., Kastanidi E., Pagou, K., Karageorgis A. 



Example#2: the BlueMed Pilot Greek Hub –
mapped projects and initiatives

11last update  15/06/2021Details and interactive mapping on:  http://www.bluemed-initiative.eu/pilot-action-on-a-healthy-plastic-free-mediterranean-sea/

After: Kikaki A., Kastanidi E., Pagou, K., Karageorgis A. 



Using drone technology for Marine litter monitoring in coastal 
areas 

• High Resolution pictures

• Coverage of large areas quickly

• Machine Learning technology to classify the marine litter

• Litter Categories

• Density map

Example#3: the BlueMed Pilot Turkish Hub –
an example from the mapped projects and 
initiatives

After Prof. Dr. Baris Salihoglu



The BLUEMED Pilot: main joint achievements

Actions identified and mapped: 

1)Monitoring and Assessment marine litter

2)Preventing/Recycling/Circular thinking

3)Collection and Valorization of litter

4)Education/Trainig/Communication

5)Policies/Regulatory framework/Financing

https://semed.eu/search?q=bluemed
http://www.bluemed-initiative.eu/pilot-action-on-a-
healthy-plastic-free-mediterranean-sea/ 

Plastic producers meeting

October 26 - 29 2021

Unlocking potential of Ports and Harbours in 
preventing and exploiting Marine Litter

Venice, Sept 2021

Countries involved:  Algeria, Egypt, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Malta, Morocco, Spain, Tunisia, Turkey
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Inès Boujmil
Tunisia

Deniz Yapılcan
Turkey

Badr El Mahrad
Morocco

Fella Moualek
Algeria

Mustafa 
Ghazal
Egypt

BlueMed Young Ambassadors
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http://www.bluemed-initiative.eu/e-training-course/

11 lessons, 19 experts

400+ registrants
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http://www.bluemed-initiative.eu/bluemed-hackhaton/



Thank you
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School of Engineering, University of Bologna, Bologna & 
Ministry of University and Research, Italy

fabio.fava@unibo.it

www.italy-croatia.eu/acronym

BLUEMED GSO
Fabio Fava


