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1 PROJECT PRESENTATION

1.1 Project description

The ML-REPAIR project (REducing and Preventing, an Integrated Approach to Marine Litter Management
in the Adriatic Sea) started on 01.01.2018 and lasted until 30.09.19 (21 months). The general objective of
the ML — REPAIR project was to prevent and reduce the input of waste in the Adriatic Sea through the
involvement of the main stakeholders. The Adriatic Sea is a semi-closed basin with slow streams, making
it vulnerable to pollution. Marine Litter (ML) is defined as any solid, manufactured or processed solid
material discarded, disposed of or abandoned into the marine and coastal environment. It is a growing
cause of concern for the degradation of the marine and coastal ecosystems, potentially endangering the
functionality of the ecosystem itself and reducing the quality of coastal waters for fishing and tourism.
Sea cross-border issues due to their cross-border effects require common approaches from different
countries and their joint efforts. Within the ML-REPAIR project, activities have been carried out in Croatia
and Italy, and the main focus of the project was to involve the target groups — fishermen and fishing
associations/cooperatives, local communities and the younger population, the tourism sector, public
administration bodies and the FLAG — (Fisheries Local Action Groups in Croatia and Italy) and LAGs (Local
Action Groups). The project leader was Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, and partners were the Italian
National Institute for Environmental Protection and Research (ISPRA), the cooperatives M.A.R.E. and
LIMOSA for Italy and the Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries (IZOR), Public Institution RERA S.D. for
the coordination and development of the Split-Dalmatia County and the Association for Nature,
Environment and Sustainable Development (Sunce), for Croatia.

1.2 WP 4 - Supporting the Implementation of Fishing for Litter activities

The Fishing for Litter (FFL) scheme is a clean-up activity that aims to remove marine litter from the
seafloor: fishing vessels collect marine litter caught in their nets during fishing activities and dispose of it
on the quayside. FFL initiatives, at the present time, are strongly recommended by International
Organizations as UE, UNEP MAP (Decision 1G.22/10 Implementing the Marine Litter Regional Plan in the
Mediterranean), as a key activity to remove marine litter from the sea by involving and sensitizing
fishermen, the main stakeholders of the sector. Despite the increasing number of directives and strategies
to address marine litter and the extensive public interest and media coverage, barriers to implementing
the FFL scheme in the Adriatic-lonian macroregion are still in place (Ronchi et al., 2019). One of the aims
of the WP4 was to facilitate the implementation of FFL schemes by creating useful tools for decision-
makers, in order for them to promote a National strategy for FFL implementation. In particular, the WP
aimed to verify and clarify needs and concerns of the full implementation of the FFL in the two countries
and to improve the available data on quantities and composition of marine litter and ALDFG (Abandoned,
Lost or otherwise Discarded Fishing Gears) both on the seafloor and in vulnerable N2000 sites. As several
participative projects (DeFishGear, GAP1, GAP2) clearly demonstrated, the interaction between scientists

and fisheries stakeholders is a key tool for the success of every initiative concerning the mari}n’
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environment. WP4 engaged fishermen in monitoring and collecting ML also experimenting innovative and
“smart” and innovative tools (e.g. application for tablet or smartphone).

Cooperative M.A.R.E (PP2) was responsible for the work package 4, which was composed of three
activities:

4.1 Fishing for Litter Implementation Status Map.
4.2 Fishing for litter catches: composition and quantities definition.
4.3 Monitoring of ALDFG and ML affecting Natura 2000 sites.

ISPRA (PP1) was the leader of the activity 4.1.; M.A.R.E. (PP2) and IZOR (PP4) participated in the activity.

2 ACTIVITY 4.1 - FISHING FOR LITTER IMPLEMENTATION STATUS MAP (FFLISM)

2.1 Activity description

Activity 4.1 aimed at compiling a first and comprehensive “map” of the actual state of FFL activities
implementation in the main fishing ports of the Adriatic Sea in the two countries, thus providing
policymakers with a useful tool to implement FFL plans. The map was populated with relevant information
gathered through a survey conducted by the three partners contributing to the activity: ISPRA and M.A.R.E
for Italy, IZOR for Croatia. The survey verified the implementation and feasibility of FFL initiatives taking
into account: relevant legislation, administrative or legislative concerns, logistic barriers and economic
aspects. It further collected information in the solutions adopted in ports where FFL initiatives are already
running that could be used as inspiration by ports wishing to start the FFL scheme.

3 DELIVERABLE 4.1.3 — MEETINGS WITH NATIONAL AND REGIONAL POLICYMAKERS (ONE
PER COUNTRY) TO PRESENT THE RESULTS OF ACT. 4.1

Italy

The Italian National Institute for Environmental Protection and Research (ISPRA) organized a meeting with
National policymakers to present the results of Act 4.1 implemented in Italy. The meeting took place on
September 24th 2019 at the headquarters of the Ministry for the Environment, Land and Sea in Rome. It
was attended by ISPRA and M.A.R.E. staff (4 persons) and by representatives of the Ministry for the
Environment (6 persons). The Fishing for Litter Implementation Status Map (FFLISM) tool was presented
as well as the results and main insights of the Fishing for Litter initiatives developed in Italy in the
framework of ML-REPAIR project. The new decree called “Salvamare”, which aims at implementing FFL in
all Italian ports and define a legislative framework for the initiative, was discussed, and ISPRA and M.A.R.E.
staff provided feedback and suggestions to Ministry’s representatives on how to ameliorate the new law

taking into account the experience gained through DeFishGear and ML-REPAIR projects. ’
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Ministero dell'’Ambiente e della Tutela del Territorio e del Mare
Direzione Generale per i Rifiuti e I'Inquinamento

Riunione 24.09.2019 - ML -REPAIR
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Croatia

The Institute for Oceanography and Fisheries (IOF) organized a meeting with National and regional
policymakers to present the results of the questionnaires conducted in order to find out the state of FfL
implementation in Croatia. The meeting took place on April 1st 2019 in the Hotel Cornaro, Sinjska 6, 21000
Split, Croatia. All relevant stakeholders were invited; the Ministry of Environment and Energy (Marine and
Coastal Protection Service; Environmental assessment and sustainable waste management department),
the Ministry of Agriculture (Fisheries Directorate), the Split-Dalmatia County (Department for Tourism and
Maritime Affairs, Department for Utilities, Utility Infrastructure and Environmental Protection,
Department for Economy, EU Funds and Agriculture), Priority Actions Programme/Regional Activity
Centre (PAP/RAC), Port authorities of Split-Dalmatia and Sibenik-Knin Counties, Public institutions Sea and
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karst, FLAGs Galeb, Bra¢ and Skoji, Fishing associations Adria, Fritka riba and Hvar, few independent
fishermen and partners of the project from Public institutions RERA SD, Association Sunce and ISPRA. Of
the invited stakeholders, only the Ministry of Environment and Energy were unable to come.

After presentations of the FfL initiative and the results of the questionnaires, a very dynamic and
constructive discussion was held, involving all relevant actors in the implementation of FfL activity, as well
as the policymakers. It was concluded that FfL initiative is necessary and particularly important to be
continued where it is already taking place and be implemented in all other fishing ports along the coast.
For the smooth running of activities in the future, the investment in infrastructures in the fishing ports
that are not adequately equipped is necessary, as well as to find specific sources of financing for the
disposal and removal of marine litter. It was also concluded that in order for this initiative to function
properly, it is needed to find a way to further stimulate the fishermen as key stakeholders. In the end, all
stakeholders agreed that DeFishGear and ML-REPAIR projects succeeded in something very important,
i.e. to connect stakeholders at different levels as the first step in establishing a regulated system related
to the collection, disposal and eventual recycling of marine litter.

L ——
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IZOR - Institute for oceanography and fisheries, Split
Is pleased to invite you to the:
ML-REPAIR NATIONAL EVENT

“1 WHEN:
000
2] APRIL, 1%, 2019

o
o

WHERE:
HOTEL CORNARO, SINJSKA 6, 21000 SPLIT, CROATIA

SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE EVENT

Project Partner Institute for Oceanography and Fisheries, Split and Italian National Institute for
Environmental Protection and Research - ISPRA, Chioggia will present "Fishing for litter" activity,
its Implementation in Croatia, Status Map and the results of the questionnaire collected in the
Croatian ports.
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AGENDA

10:00

Registration of participants

10:30

Activity ,Fishing for litter” .

10:30 | 11:00 | and its implementation in heta Tutm.an, lnstitue of ochariography

; X : and fisheries

fishing ports in Croatia

11:00 | 11:15 | Coffee break

11:15 | 11:45 FfL Implementation Status | Eugenia Pasanisi & Valentina Bernarello,
Map ISPRA
Results of the
questionnaires on the state | Dubravka Bojani¢ Varezi¢, Institute of

11:45 | 12:00 : o :
of FfL implementation in oceanography and fisheries
Croatia
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