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D.3.2.1 — Tactile path of Sant’Apollinare
in Classe

Project details

Deliverable details

PROJECT USEFALL WORK PACKAGE WP3 - Improving the accessibility of the
ACRONYM italian- croatian sites
PROJECT FULL Unesco Site Experience For All ACTIVITY NUMBER 3.2 - Innovative designs and development
TITLE of pilot infrastructural solutions
AXIS ENVIRONMENTAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE PARTNER IN CHARGE LP - Municipality of Ravenna
OBJECTIVE 3.1- Make natural and cultural heritage a leverage for OTHER PARTNERS
sustainable and more balanced territorial INVOLVED
development STATUS Final
START DATE 01.01.2018 DISTRIBUTION Public
END DATE 30.09.2019 DATE
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In the field of WP 3.2. “Innovative designs and development of pilot infrastructural solutsion”, Municipality of Ravenna
inaugurated an innovative didactic section at the Classis Museum, entitled P.IN.US INclusive Project for Usefall, designed
and realized by the Enviromental research centre “CESTHA”.

The new route allows an unusual experience of knowledge of the ancient S. Apollinare in Classe apse mosaics, through
tactile mosaic tables and three-dimensional birds and plant reconstructions species. Following studies conducted on rare
species of flora and fauna in the local area, and with detailed historical research, CESTHA researchers has identified in
the subjects represented in ancient mosaics an excellent indicator of local biodiversity, as if they were ancient slides of
lost natural ecosystems.

From these studies, it emerged how Sant'Apollinare in Classe’s basilica apse offers a complete picture of an
environmental cross-section typical of the Ravenna territories, whose characteristics reflect the continuity of
ecosystems, starting from the coastal dunes and climbing up to inland and counting peculiar distinctive features,
traceable, today, only in relict habitats, such as the historic pine forests or the flooded forest of Punte Alberete.
Therefore, a tactile and three-dimensional route was devised by making some pairs of subjects of flora and fauna, made
so accessible for a different historical-artistic knowledge and as a guarantee of naturalistic dissemination, towards the
widest possible audience, including users with needs special, therefore addressed to ALL.
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The itinerary consists of:

Tactile tables: 12 pairs of natural subjects from the apse of Sant’Apollinare in Classe. The iconography of
the chosen subjects must be connected to the local territory and must be reproduced on a tactile support,
monochromatic, in a pleasant material such as chalk or ceramic

3d reconstruction: conception of a tactile element (3d) that allows users to understand the structure of
the apse inside the basilica and the location of the basilica in the territory

Descriptive panels: realization of a path for the description of the chosen mosaic subjects and of their
natural correspondents

A final blindfolded experience: dedicated to an arboreal species to be recognized by the touch, also thanks
to an olfactory trail of its essence
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